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ERHAPS there is no 
nobler or more _lordly- 
looking set or sort of men 
than the best specimens 
of high-caste Brahmins. 
They are not only the 
highest in rank and posi- 
tion among the Hindoos, 
but they deem themselves, 
and are deemed by those 
among whom and above 
whom they stand or move, 
as one with the gods, and 
aseach oneagod. As one 
of them himself said: 
‘‘They form the highest 
class in Hindoo society. 
They are the oniy author- 
ized interpreters of the 
Shasters and other holy 
books [the Hindoo sacred 
scriptures]. Each Brah- 
min is a much more in- 
fallible dignitary than the 
Pope of Rome.’’ Born 
into the world where his people and those about 
him have this idea of his position and place among 
men, he is, by heredity and environment and con- 
stant training, made to feel that he is not as other 
men, and that other men can never be as he is. 
Many of them are superior, if not superb, in appear- 
ance, physically and intellectually. Manu, the old 
Hindoo lawgiver, whose words are, as Hindoos think, 
infallible, and who is, in Hindoo belief, lord of the 
lower world, has asserted—and every Brahmin is 
bound to believe it to be the truth—that ‘‘ from north to 
south, frem east to west, there shall be finally nothing 
but Hindooism, Hindooism, Hindooism, to the ab- 
solute exclusion of every other [religious] system."’ 
This being the case, is it strange that the conversion 
of a proud and noble high-caste Brahmin to become 
an humble learner at the feet of Jesus 
is hardly less remarkable than was 
the conversicn ot Saul of Tarsus, a 
prominent member of the Jewish 
sanhedrin at Jerusalem? Such a 
wonder was not known on earth, at 
least in modern times, until near the 
middle of the nineteenth Christian 
century, and then the world looked 
on with profoundest interest. 
Narayan Sheshadri was the first 
high-caste Brahmin I was ever privi- 
leged to see, and he was then a 
Christian missionary minister. It 
was in Association Hall, at the corner 
of Twenty-third Street and Fourth 
Avenue, New York City, at the ses- 
sions of the Sixth General Confer- 
ence of the Evangelical Alliance, in 
October, 1873. That was a great 
and a grand gathering, one of the 
noblest and most impressive assem- 
blages I ever looked upon. There { 


























A Reminder by a Christian Brahmin 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


were destined to accomplish yet more. Yet among 
the lordly men of that great assemblage no one seemed 
more lordly, or was more honored and admired, than 
Narayan Sheshadri in his white Hindoo robes and his 
huge snowy turban, setting off in fine relief the rich 
olive complexion of his handsome, intellectual face. 
He was a lord among the lordly. It was a sight not to 
be forgotten. It was an object lesson of the value 
and power of Christianity and Christian missions. 

In good English and graceful manner this Christian 
missionary told that audience how he was wor to 
Christ, and how he now joyed in the service of his 
Saviour. It was not through ordinary missionary 
preaching or invitations that he was brought to ac- 
cept Christianity, yet it was through the knowledge 
ot the Bible and its teachings, gained in the schools 
organized in India through the endeavors of good Dr. 
Aiexander Duff. He had gradually come to realize 
that the Bible was more than the teachings of Manu, 
than the Vedas, the Shasters, and the Puranas, and that 
Jesus was more than any god worshiped by the Hin- 
doos, even than Brahma, Vishnoo, and Siva. After 
he had thus been led to accept the teachings of the 
Bible, and to commit himself to Jesus, Narayan 
Sheshadri was baptized, September 13, 1843, and a 
few years later he was ordained as an evangelist, and 
was appointed to be a missionary among his own 
people, in connection with the Free Church in Scot- 
land. 

Eight years after I first saw and heard Narayan 
Sheshadri, at the conference of the Evangelical 
Alliance in New York, I again met him at the Man- 
sion House, the residence of the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, where was a great gathering of missionary 
workers from different parts of the world-field, wel- 
comed to the Mansion House by special invitation of 
the Lord Mayor. ‘This again was a notable assem- 
blage. The Lord Mayor was present in his showy 
official robes. The Lady Mayoress honored the occa- 
sion with her presence. Peers of the realm were 
there, and there were God’s noblemen from various 


portions of God's earthly domain, from the venerable 
Robert Moffat of South Africa to Joseph Cook of 
America. But once more the Christian Brahmin 
dwarfed them all, and caused all present to rejoice 
in what God had wrought, and was bringing about 
through missions. 

Yet of all the times when I met and heard Narayan 
Sheshadri, the occasion that stands out in my mind 
as most impressive was when he was welcomed and 
gave a brief address in a Presbyterian Church in West 
Philadelphia. And that occasion I best remember 
because of a rejoinder and a reminder that he gave 
to the Christians who welcomed him. There was a 
tine Christian audience assembled in the church to 
give him greeting on a week-day afternoon. He was 
introduced as an evidence of the value of Christian 
missions that ought to be sufficient to satisfy any 
doubter who might raise a question on ‘the subject. 
Narayan Sheshadri, in his imposing presence and 
dress, stepped forward, and, perhaps touched in his 
pride as a lordly Brahmin by the reference to his 
rescue and uplifting, said, as he looked down into the 
bright faces upturned to his : 

‘« My friends, if I had ever had any doubt as to 
the value of Christian missions, that doubt would be 
removed as I stand here and look into your bright 
and intelligent faces, and consider the facts in the 
case. When my ancestors were among the lordliest 
persons on earth, considering themselves, and being 
considered by others, as one with the gods, worthy of 
divine honors, your ancestors were among the most 
degraded of human beings, looked down on and 
despised by those of my race. Yet by Christian mis- 
sionaries your fathers were sought out and won to 
Christ, and in consequence you now sit here, clothed 
and in your right mind, as a living proof of the value 
of Christian missions, concerning the interests of 
which we are to consult together this afternoon.’’ 

That was a rejoinder and a reminder to be remem- 
bered, and it was a truth to be considered. It is, 
indeed, a truth that we do not always consider as we 

should. I never realized it before 
hearing it thus brought out so bluntly; 
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but I recalled, after hearing it, that 
the time when the Prince of Wales, 
now King Edward VII, visited India 
with Dean Staniey, it was said that 
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the India officials sent into the jun- 
gle, and lassoed a few specimens of 
the ancient race from which the 
English people are supposed to have 
sprung, and brought them in for the 
young Prince of Wales to look at. 
And it is owing to Christian missions 
and missionaries that we are, under 
God, now above the level, or the low 
depths, of our ancestors. All the 
civilization, and the refinement, and 
the Christianity, that we enjoy in 
America, and on which we, in a 
sense, pride ourselves, we, as a 








were God's representatives from all 
the chief nations of earth, men who 
had already accomplished much for 
God and for their fellows, and who 











= J people,— with the exception of the 

— Hebrew race,—owe to this glorious 
agency. 

Is it not well for us to heed the 

words of the evangelical prophet, 

me ‘‘Hearken to me, ye that follow 
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Jehovah : look unto the rock whence ye were hewn, 
and to the hole of the pit whence ye were digged’’ ? 
Since I heard that telling rejoinder and reminder by 
the Christian Brahmin, the faithful missionary, Nar- 
ayan Sheshadri, I am more ready than before to con- 
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sider not only what is my duty to the cause of Chris- 
tian missions, but what gratitude I should have to 
Christian missions in view of what they have done for 
me and mine. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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A Practical Lesson in Forgiveness 
By Tabitha Ray 


VERY beautiful calender, marked ‘*‘ New Cen- 
tury Bells—1go1,’’ in handsome gilt lettering, 
caine to me from an accomplished young teacher 

as a gift. It was a wreath of painted blue and 
white violets, from which were ostensibly suspended 
twelve exquisite bells, under which was hidden the 
calendar of the first year of the new century. Each 
bell was engraved with a month, and hung with a 
tinted ribbon, all the ribbons gathered in the hands 
of a golden-haired little child who was chiming the 
bells for the new century. The verse upon it was 
Herbert's : ‘‘ When the bells do chime ’tis angel's 
music."’ 

I sat and gazed at it earnestly and thoughtfully. 
The magazines and daily press were full of the most 
glowing reviews for the past century, and brilliant 
prophecies for the new. ‘The religious papers were 
emblazoned with praises of the old century, and ring- 
ing with noble cautions and forewarnings for this 
twentieth one. With the panoramic retrospection 
before me, as it were, and the subtle reminder of the 
calendar before me, the still small voice arose in my 
heart : It will not be wonderful discoveries nor mas- 
terful achievements that will leave our ‘‘ footprints on 
the sands of time'’ for the uplift of the forthcoming 
ones of the century, but it will be in the sincere near- 
ness of each individual of the present generation to 
follow Christ's teachings. That, and that only, will 
be the indestructible leaven for the raising of man- 
kind to nobler thought and life in the new century. 
Less than that will entail inevitable retrogression. 

Christ's standard of the Father's forgiveness of us 
being measured by our ‘‘ forgiveness’’ of each other's 
offenses stole keenly into my secrets, and sat as a 
reproving judge upon the ‘‘old scores,’’ ‘* hard feel- 
ings,’’ and unsought-for reconciliations to ‘‘ misunder- 
standings’’ which were stored away in the mind and 
packed down by accumulation. Military geniuses 
arose before me, and beside them the words of Scrip- 
ture, ‘‘He that controlleth his spirit is greater than 
he that taketh a city."’ So I resolved to lay siege to 
my own ‘‘spirit,’’ and stifle pride and self-justifica- 
tion, and seek every person of the past, by a letter 
or call, and humbly admit my part of the offense, 
without touching at all on theirs, and ask ‘‘ for- 
giveness."’ Pride fought a valiant battle against it, 
and self-vindication presented a fort- 
ress of cowardly excuses. However, 
I won my consent to try it, and 
brush out of my heart all such chaff 
and rubbish existing therein. So 
here is the faithfully reproduced 
result : 

1. In days of six months pasta 
penniless old woman had heavily 
laid her woes and complaints, wants 
and ailments, upon me unceasingly, 
until, one visit from her, I unhesi- 
tatingly told her that the reason 
people did not aid her more, she 





3. A circumstance about a very dear friend’s wed- 
ding had stabbed me to the heart and estranged us. 
I wrote to her and confessed my ‘‘over-sensitive- 
ness’’ in the matter, and begged her forgiveness. 
Swift as the mail could go and return came this 
answer : ‘‘How happy I am over your letter! If 
anything but love was there, it was too deep to 
find.’’ 

4. A very prominent man in my denomination had 
taken a most active part in all denominational in- 
terests, and | had ventured to submit a matter that was 
being agitated for his approval. His reply was one 
curt sentence: ‘‘I do not approve.’’ Stung by his 
bruskness, I replied : ‘‘ Your note is truly a testimony 
of the difference in one’s reputation and one’s real 
self.’"’ In view of this un-Christian retort I wrote, 
after my resolve, the very best letter I could, and laid 
out all of the conditions before him, of what induced 
me to seek his advice, and said he must have mis- 
understood it, and then I apologized for my unkind 
retort. To my letter no answer ever came. 

5. A sweet friend and I had drifted apart, from a 
petulant act of mine. I wrote to the distant city 
where she had moved, and admitted my misdeed 
and begged her forgiveness. Here is an extract of 
her answer: ‘‘Indeed, dear friend, I am so happy 
to forgive and forget that little affair you speak of ! 
There were circumstances that made the ‘slight’ 
wound very deeply, and, while you were kind ever 
after, I could not enjoy the friendship as much, for 
my sweet confidence was gone. This is not just the 
letter | want to write, but my heart is all right if my 
letter is bungling.’’ 

There were other adjustments, some sweet and 
satisfactory, while others remained unchanged. One 
had been rude to a member of the family, and I had 
sided against him. He interpreted my note wrongly, 
and another, a lady, remained clothed in her self- 
righteousness still, and hurled back the overture of 
peace. 

This bit of experience gives an insight into human 
hearts, and proclaims whether the inwardness be of 
Christ, despite outward activities. And, while there 
were some rebuffs, who that reads this will not agree 
that the sweet reconciliations more than compensated ? 
and, too, that the ‘‘confessor’’ has less to regret 
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than the ‘‘ugly spirits’’ which the venture encoun- 
tered ? 

And now, in conclusion, let me suggest that we 
make God's teachings more real in this second year 
of the new century by inaugurating into our week of 
prayer, our Sunday-schools, and our churches, a spe- 
cific effort for ‘‘forgiveness.’’ With our wonderful 
combined effort of all Christians to improve the study 
of the Bible, let us urge, emphasize, and insist upon 
all Christians individually seeking with the incoming 
of each new year to forgive and be ‘‘ forgiven.’’ This 
cleansing of hearts of old ‘‘grievances’’ and old 
‘*trespasses’’ will do more toward casting out sin 
from Chrtstian ranks than aught else. Christ com- 
mands: ‘‘First be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift.’’ Are we not to infer 
that our prayers are unheard until we do? And with 
our prayers unheard, how is it possible for us to 
make the new century a blessing to the earth ? 


a 
When the Nights Get Longer 


By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


E WERE slowly plunging along through the 
darkness across a Kansas prairie. It was an 
accommodation train, and every one was do- 

ing his best to fit his joints and his limbs to the angles 
and limitations of the stiff car seats. 

The whistle blew, the bell rang. The brakeman 
roared out the names of the stations. The doors 
slammed, a baby cried peevishly, and a poor little 
ten-year-old boy yawned, stretched, slept, wakened, 
stared out into the night, slept, wakened again, and, 
about four o’ clock in the morning, looked pathetically 
up into the face of his mother, and said, ‘‘’S queer, 
—ain't it, maw ?”’ 

‘*Wha’s queer ?’’ she asked, in a broad Southern 
dialect. 

‘* How much longer the nights are yere than back 
in old Missoury,’’ he said. 

She looked at him in a sleepy, maternal way, and 
then drawled out a long, slow sentence. ‘‘’Tain't the 
nights thehsel’s, Tommie. It’s in yer mind. Y’ain't 
lyin’ in yer sof’ feyther-bed back yander in the ole 
cabin. Reckon ye never knowed they was enny time 
*tall ’tween dark an’ daylight afore. But ye’ll learn, 
Tommie. I’ve seen many a night ut seemed 's long 
as two etarnitys me’ ted inter one.’’ 

He looked up at her with his big, wondering, pale- 
blue Missouri eyes, and, even while she was talking, 
dozed off to sleep again, his tow head falling over on 
to the window-sill with a bang that would have cracked 
the skull of the old bald-head who sat bolt upright in 
the seat ahead of him, fighting drafts and trying 
not to sneeze. 

She was right. It was not the nights themselves, 
it was in the boy's mind. He was not lying in his 
soft feather-bed, sure enough. He was getting his 

first taste of life outside the home 
nest. The nights will get longer and 
longer, Tommie. 








i suppose he thought, as he wak- 
ened now and then with a kink in 
his back, and looked out into the 
blackness, that the train was gradu- 
ally getting up into those hyper- 
borean regions where it is night for 
six months, 

What a funny old world it is to 
those little chaps, looking out of 
their big, wondering eyes! And 





spent what they gave her for mor- 

phine. Her eyes flashed indigna- 

tion and fury, and she denounced it 

as false. After my new-century re- 

solve, I attempted to procure proof of 

what I had been informed was true. Failing entirely, 
I went to the old soul's abiding-place. She was at 
home, in a threadbare dress and athin, worn shawl. 
I told her gently what I had come for, and when I 
humbly apologized to her for my accusation, tears 
trickled down her cheeks, and she gratefully clasped 
my hand in forgiveness. I felt far nearer the Master 
than ever before in my Christian walk,—because I 
had obeyed his words, and, whether she did or did 
not use it, I had silenced my misjudgment, to which 
I could procure no proof. 

2. I wrote to a very upright but austere deacon in 
another state, and freely confessed my part in the 
misunderstanding in a transaction between us, and 
asked his pardon. That letter was treated with 
silence. 


THE HEART OF WINTER 


BY AUGUSTUS WIGHT BOMBERGER 


Hail, Springs of life within the silent rock ! 
I know the secret of your hiding-place, 
I hear the hidden music of your flowing, 
I see the vernal sunbeams brightly glowing 
Above the limpid depths of your embrace. 
And though no bolt of heaven nor thunder-shock 
Hath aught of power to pierce your mighty prison, 
Yet this, this too, I know, that, by and by, 
Some messenger of song that God hath sent 
Will seek these solid walls and find their portal, 
And gently call you forth, in faith immortal,— 
Will gently call till every bar is rent, 
And Earth awakens with the joyful cry, 
** Behold, behold! the Springs of life are risen ! *’ 


how calmly and philosophically they 
accept it all. ‘‘’S queer,—ain't it, 
maw ?"’ No remonstrance, no com- 
plaint. It's queer, but it’s all right. 
God bless them! I wish I could take 
it that same way. 

But what a difference there is between the lengths 
of those nights up there in our cots under the 
eaves, and those we spend tramping the floor, 
nowadays, and wondering how we are going to raise 
the money to pay our rent or that promissory note 
that comes due on the morrow. 

The nights are the same length, but what a change 
has come to us! The sleepless eyes that watched 
over us in those dear but distant days are closed in 
sweet and dreamless peace. Those hands that warded 
off disaster, kept the wolf from the door, sowed and 
reaped, mended and darned, are folded peacefully 
across the breasts in which throbbed those hearts of 
love. It's our turn now to walk the floor, and guard 
the sleep of children in their feather-beds. 

God give us grace to do it lovingly ! 
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Hints for the Beginners’ Class 
By Mrs. H. Elizabeth Foster 


Chairman Primary Department New York State Sunday-School Association 


OW shall the one hour that is devoted to the 
little beginners be made to yield the very best 
results? This is a question which many a 

teacher, to whom is given the privilege of working 
with these tiny ones, will ask herself as she takes 
them in charge. 

It is not possible to lay down fixed rules that every 
one can follow, since conditions vary so greatly ; but 
the suggestions of those who have already taken the 
journey to ‘‘ Beginners’ Land’’ may make clearer the 
path to those just starting out. 

The first essential is to have a plan of work, that no 
precious moment may be wasted. The next is to 
enlist the active co-operation of the parents. This 
will result in more regular and prompt attendance, 
greater regularity in bringing an offering, assistance 
in the home work, and in many ways cause the 
wheels of the Sunday-school hour to run smoothly. 

There should be a sufficient number of assistants. 
Including a pianist and secretary, a helper for every ten 
or fifteen children, if they number fifty or more, will 
prove none too many. It is very desirable, however, 
that this department be kept small, as the younger the 
children, the more individual attention they need. 

With small numbers, the record of attendance is 
easily kept by the teacher. In a large class, the 
secretary should sit near the door, and mark each one 
upon entering. 

In forming the circie, place the strong, small 
chairs a little distance apart, and on either side, at 
opposite points, leave openings, known to the children 
as ‘‘vates,’’ large enough for easy entrance and exit. 
A circle may be impossible for lack of space, but it 
is the ideal method of seating the children. The 
teacher and assistants sit at intervals among them, 
occupying the same low chairs. 

Let the children themselves assist in making beau- 
tiful their particular part of God's house. Country 
children will here have a great advantage over their 
city cousins. Empty bird- and wasp-nests, silky 
milk-weed pods, branches of chestnut-burrs, pine- 
cones, ears of golden corn, and cocoons in their 
silken cradles, are a few of the many things that may 
be brought. Not only will they serve as adornments, 
but with them the wise teacher will impress many 
beautiful lessons of God's loving care and power and 
goodness. 

Do not forget to place, low down on the walls, 
some picture of ‘* the little Lord Jesus ‘’ and his sweet 
mother, ‘‘ The Infant Samuel’’ (Reynolds), ‘St. John 
and the Lamb"’ (Murillo), and ‘The Childhood of 
Christ’’ (Hofmann). The last portrays a beautiful 
family life. 

As the little ones come trooping into their Sunday 
home, tightly clasping in their chubby fingers the 
troublesome penny, a dainty little basket, a small 
model of a church, or pretty glass rose-bowl, placed 
on a small, low stand within the circle, entices them 
to dispose of it at once. Then it is neither lost nor 
used as a plaything. 

It is necessary for the children’s physical well- 
being that their wraps be removed. _ If impossible to 
have hooks for them, they may be placed in an or- 
derly way on benches at one side of the room. 

Before the opening of the session much freedom 
may be allowed, but noise and disorder are not per- 
mitted. Promptly at the hour of beginning the doors 
are closed and guarded from incomers, and a few bars 
of soft, sweet music sends every one to a place in the 
circle. As it dies away, there is a moment of still- 
ness, broken by the teacher's query, ‘‘ Whose house 
are we in to-day, children ?’’ 

‘*Our heavenly Father’s,’’ they reply. 

‘« Shall we thank him for his love and care?’’ she 
asks. 

The little heads nod acquiescence, and a brave 
voice says, ‘‘ Yes, Miss i 








Editor’s Note.—When the new International Beginners’ 
Course was first made public, in The Sunday School Times of 
December 21, 1gor, an article in that issue by Mrs. Foster gave 
suggestions on the use ofthe new course. Teaching hints on 
the Beginners’ lessons, by Mr. George H. Archibald, now ap- 
ne regularly in these columns, and this second article by 

rs. Foster furnishes welcome suggestions on some of the 
important details of the work with the little ones. 


So, led by her, they repeat the familiar ‘‘ Father, 
we thank thee for the night,’’ or, ‘*The morning 
bright, with rosy light.’ The piano sounds again, 
and, after a few running chords, tells all to rise by 
giving a sharp, clear chord. Joining hands, the little 
circle sings, ‘‘We welcome you.'’ Being seated, the 
door is opened, and the late comers enter in shame- 
faced silence. 

‘*We are so sorry,’’ says the teacher, ‘‘that Fred 
and May were too late to talk to God with us and bid 
us welcome to his house.’’ 

All wait quietly till they are ready to join the 
circle, then, rising, several songs are sung. One may 
be about the snow, rain, or sunshine, as best fits the 
day. Songs of love, praise, and thanksgiving, chosen 
by the children, follow. 

Seated once more, the teacher or some assistant 
begins the ‘‘ morning talk,’’ lasting from ten to fif- 
teen minutes, and eagerly anticipated. Most of the 
talking is done by the children, but is directed into 
such channels as the teacher wishes, in order to unify 
the work of the day. This talk requires skill and 
tact, and by means of it she learns much to guide 
her in her treatment of each one. 

Succeeding this comes the sweet and impressive 
offering service. Lifting the Bible, aiways lying on 
the table before her, the teacher asks what it says 
there about giving. ‘*It makes you feel just good to 
give,’ promptly responds one wee man, and she is 
certain that he, at least, has caught the meaning of 
the expected scripturai reply, ‘‘ It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’’ Further questioned as to how 
we should give, ali say, ‘‘Cheerfully."" ‘* Why?” 
‘«Because God loveth a cheerful giver."’ Rising, 
they sing, ‘‘Give, little children dear."’ Then, with 
bowed heads and closed eyes, is repeated the offering 
prayer. 

Fresh air is now admitted, while at the same time 
some physical exercise is given. The little bodies 
are wonderfully refreshed by five minutes of march- 
ing, in which they imitate the various motions of the 
leader. 

See how quiet and attentive they are during the 
next ten or fifteen minutes, as they listen with rapt 
attention to the short, sweet, simple story. What 
eager questions they ask, too, showing that an im- 
press is being made that will, we trust, make the little 
lives sweeter and fairer each day. 

The birthday celebration follows the lesson. How 
the small celebrant’s face glows as he is given the 
place of honor at the teacher's right, while the birth- 
day song is sung, followed by the birthday prayer. 
After dropping his pennies in the bank, he marches 
around the circle, carrying the birthday banner, while 
the smiling children wave their hands, and wish him 
many happy birthdays. 

Now the clock tells us it is time to go home, so 
wraps are donned, and the home work, which was 
shown and talked about during the lesson period, is 
distributed. This should be very simple, and have 
close connection with the truth taught. 

The good-by song is sung, and in reply to the ques- 
tion, ‘‘ What is our parting prayer ?’’ they softly say, 
‘*God be with you till we meet again.’ The last 
sweet signal comes from the piano, and, in response 
to it, the eager little feet hasten homeward. 

As the footsteps die away, and the shepherd of 
the little flock is left alone in the silence, she feels 
that for a little time she has been very close to heaven; 
and she breathes a fervent prayer of thanksgiving for 
that one holy hour with the little beginners. 

New York City, 


adh! 


How a Superintendent Can Guide 
the Teachers’ Lesson Study 


As showing what a thoughtful superintendent 
can do to guide and inspire the teachers in his Sun- 
day-school in their lesson study and teaching, the 
following letter is an admirable example. It was sent 
to his teachers by Mr. J. Cleveland Cady, superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school of the Church of the 
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Covenant, one of the affiliated churches of the Brick 
Presbyterian Church, New York. The suggestions 
the letter gives on the study of the Acts are of present 
value to the many who are engaged in this course. 


COVENANT S. S., 310 E. 42d St., 
N. Y., Jan. 1, 1902. 
DEAR TEACHER : 

With the beginning of the new year we enter upon a 
six months’ course of lessons on the Book of Acts,—a splendid 
book, full of wonderful stories, but to our scholars it is a com- 
plete jump from what they have been studying, and perhaps 
will have no connection in their minds with anything that has 
gone be‘ore. 

It seems desirable, therefore, to lay a simple but solid foun- 
dation by recalling, or, if need be, teaching, briefly these 
points : 

What Christ came to this world for ? 

How he spent his life ? 

The kind of things he did? Said? 

Who saw and heard them ? 

The kind of people his disciples were ? 

How do we know they were cowardly? Selfish? 

What great advantage they had? 

When Jesus’ work was finished, and he went away to heaven, 
who were to carry it on? 

How can cowardly, selfish, and ignorant men be fit to carry 
on the work of the Son of God ? 

The foregoing questions are not for pupils, but important 
points which teachers should see that the scholars understand 
preliminary to our new lessons. !¢ will then be interesting to 
them to see how Christ provided for his disciples’ unfitness by 
having them receive power,—a power that made them brave 
instead of cowardly. willing to give up everything instead of 
being selfish,—that made the superb witnesses for Christ. 

This band of very unpromising disciples had one absolutely 
necessary qualification for witnesses : they had seen and heard 
Christ as no others had. What power can make them brave 
to stand before tyrants and kings, to proclaim the hated Jesus 
to cruel mobs and assemblies ? 

Our first two lessons tell us. 

Do not overlook the preliminaries thus sketched. 
your scholars understand them perfectly. 

Beyond this, in studying the Book of Acts, keep three points 
in mind 

Witnesses.—What constitutes ? Value? How become? Ex- 
amples ? 

Holy Spirit.—Repeated instances in Acts showing what he 
did. How absolutely necessary ? 

Holy Sprrit.—How obtained? (Luke 11:13; Acts 5 : 32.) 
Can I be a witness, andhow? What help do I need? How 
can | get it? 

The Book of Acts can give us and our pupils light on these 
points with great power and blessing. May we all ‘‘ redeem 
the time’ this New Year, and in our homes, among our 
friends, or in our work, never fail to be witnesses to the power 
of the Lord Jesus. 

Your friend, 
J. CLEVELAND Capby, 
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Dickie’s Second Thought 


By Sallie Campbell 






ICKIE had just come. So, of course, he had to 
look at everything on the place. It took him the 
most of the day, for there were the chickens and 

the geese, and the turkeys, and the pigeons, and the 
bees, and the pigs. There was old Dan in the stable, 
and there were the plow horses, and the frisky colts 
in the meadow. 

Late in the afternoon Dickie, his tour of inspection 
ended, sat down on the side porch to rest. 

‘«Well,'’ asked Uncle Jack, ‘‘ what do you think 
of us ?"’ 

‘1 think everything is splendid,’’ said Dickie, 
‘‘except''— He paused. He did not wish to be 
impolite. 

‘Except what ?’"’ said Uncle Jack. 

‘«Oh, no!'’ answered Dickie quickly. 
Jonas."’ 

Grandmother, who was looking over the top of her 
knitting-needles, and grandfather, who was looking 
over the top of his newspaper, both smiled. 

‘« Jonas is not pretty on the outside,’’ said Uncle 
Jack ; ‘*but,’’ picking Dickie up, and swinging him 
to the rail of the banister, ‘‘ let me give you a piece 
of advice, youngster. It doesn’t always do to make 
up our minds too fast,—about human beings or other 
things.”’ 

Dickie thought of the big, awkward hired man in 
shabby blue overalls, with a fringe of wild hair under 
his wide, broken straw hat. He had a great beard, 
too, and there was a long scar beside one eye. 
Dickie said nothing, but he did not believe that he 
would change his mind. 

Next morning, after breakfast, Jonas stopped his 
horses outside the kitchen window in the lane. 


‘* Not me?’’ 
‘* Not you. 
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‘I thought p’raps,"’ he called in, ‘‘ the boy'd like 
a ride atop of my load.”’ 

‘*Will you go with Jonas ?”’ 
Dickie, with a twinkle in his eye. 
Dickie hesitated only a minute. What boy could 
refuse the lofty seat on all that mass of sweet-smelling 
hay, even though Jonas were his companion! He went. 
They had not got far up the road when they over- 
took a little bent old woman, who walked with a limp 

along the dusty side path. 

Jonas pulled in his horses. 

‘¢ Good-morning, Mrs. Green,’’ he said. ‘* What's 
that you’ ve got,—a letter? I'm going past the office, 
if it'd be any accommodation to you.”’ 

Every wrinkle on the old face smoothed out a little. 

‘* Well, now, if that ain't good !’’ she cried. ‘I 
can get right back to my work.’’ 

Big Jonas lumbered down off the hay, and took the 
letter. 

‘Don’t you worry, Mrs. Green,’’ he said, ‘‘ I'll be 
careful of it.’’ 

The little old woman chuckled. 

‘¢] won't worry,’’ she promised, —‘‘ not a mite."’ 

After the horses had started again, Dickie stole a 
sidewise look at Jonas. The ugly scar was toward him, 

Jonas caught the look, and said in a tone of 
apology : 

‘«Mrs. Green is too old and too poorly for such 
walks in the sun. She's getting up in her years, 
Mrs. Green is, and she hasn't any of her folks around 
to do for her.”’ 

Dickie told this to Uncle Jack later in the day. 

‘« I suppose,’’ said Uncle Jack, ‘‘ Jonas didn’t tell 
you who it is that chops her kindling, and carries 
her coal, and ‘does’ for her, without being any of 
her folks.’’ 

‘No, he didn’t say,’’ answered Dickie. 

‘« | suppose not,’’ said Uncle Jack. 

Then he walked out of the room, and left Dickie 
wondering who it was he meant. Could he mean 
Jonas ? 

When Dickie came into the house at supper time, 
he said : 

‘¢I asked Jonas how did he hurt himself on the 
eye.’ 

Uncle Jack laughed. 

‘*Did you? Well, no doubt I asked a few ques- 
tions myself-when I was a boy.’’ 

‘* You did,’’ said grandmother, 

‘¢ What did Jonas say ?'’ asked Uncle Jack. 

‘«He said that something fell on him there once 
when he was running away from a barn that was on 
fire."’ 

‘« Did he tell you that the barn belonged to a man 
who had cheated him out of his money, and told 
mean lies about him, and that he was saving that 
man’s horses and cows from the fire when the beam 
struck him ?’’ 

‘Why, no!’’ said Dickie. ‘‘ Was he?”’ 

‘« Jonas is a foolish man,’’ said Uncle Jack. ‘He 
has a bad habit of leaving out the best part of his 
stories."’ 

After Dickie had been a week on the farm, he 
announced, one day, rather shyly : 

‘¢] think Jonas is an awfully nice man.”’ 

‘*You do!’’ said Uncle Jack. ‘‘1 thought you 
said that he was the one thing in the country that 
wasn't nice."’ 

‘« But that was when I first came,—that was the 
first day. You know a good deal more in a week 
than you do the first day.’’ 

‘¢ Very true, said Uncle Jack ; ‘‘still, Jonas is not 
a beauty.’’ 

‘« But it doesn’t matter,’’ protested Dickie eagerly, 
‘what you look like, if, whenever people think about 
you, they just think about being kind, and watching 
out to help everybody. I guess God likes to look at 
Jonas, anyway, and so do I.”’ 

PRINCETON, N. J. 


Uncle Jack asked 
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My Little Maid 


By Elsie Eusebia Spicer 


KNOW a little lassie, 
A lassie bright and gay, 

Who loves a romp and frolic, 

And every kind of play. 
She tore her dainty apron 

While running down the knoll; 
In grief exclaimed, ‘‘ Oh, mama! 

I'll just cut out the hole.” 

NortTH WINFIELD, N, Y. 
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Shining Better than Speaking 

Living for Christ is better testimony for him than 
speaking for Christ. Our words may be doubted, or 
fail of a willing ear, but our Christ-like spirit and 
bearing will surely be observed by those who are near 
us, and who see and feel our Christ-likeness. As 
Andrew Bonar says, ‘‘ Christians can sometimes do 
more by shining for God than by speaking for him."’ 
Therefore, as Jesus says, ‘‘ Let your light shine before 
men ; that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.”’ 


=< 
Faith Better than Hope 


What is best is not yet seen ; it is hoped for in 
faith. ‘* We walk by faith, not by sight,’’ and faith 
is better than sight. Our hopes are always beyond 
our present possessions. When they are attained, 
our hopes are gone. ‘‘For who hopeth for that 
which he [already] seeth ?’’ Hope is a great bless- 
ing, and faith is even a greater blessing. Faith can 
always be realized, as hope cannot always be. Au- 
gustine says, ‘‘ Faith is to believe what we do not yet 
see, and the reward of this faith is to see what we 


believe."’ 
= 
Being Servants and Kings 


Christianity combines the deepest personal sub- 
jection with the loftiest sovereignty. It humbles the 
soul in absolute obedience to Jesus Christ the Lord, 
and lifts the soul up to sit enthroned above the uni- 
verse. It makes a man a bond-servant of Jesus, with 
no will of his own, and it emancipates him from 
slavery, and makes him for the first time a free man 
and owner of his will. It sends him out as a servant 
to the needs of the weakest and lowest, and it sets 
him on a spiritual eminence from which the doings of 
kings seem trivial and of no account. It yields him 
up to be buffeted and crucified, and enfolds him in a 
security in which all things must work together for 
his good. A true Christian can show his kinship 
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Communion, 


HE question, ‘‘ How much of my time shall I 
give to God ?’’ is not an unusual one in religious 
meetings of young people. ‘* What part of my 

means shall I give to the Lord ?’’ is also common. 
The same idea underlies practices like the ‘‘ Morning 
Watch,’’ the ‘‘ Week of Self-Denial,’’ and other spe- 
cial seasons set apart for the ‘‘giving’’ of time or 
of money to God. Of course, untold good may come 
out of the observance of such seasons, but there is 
also a subtle danger in the idea which is liable to be 
overlooked. God has aright to all our time. It is 
his. How, then, can we talk about ‘‘giving’’ it to 
him? Moreover, the time spent in God's service is 
that which is most fruitful for us as individuals. In 
what sense shall we distinguish our time and God's 
time ? 

The writer remembers being told, in childhood, of 
a woman, still young, who had read the Bible through 
twenty times on her knees. And yet there were 
many boys and girls within one mile of her home 
who did not know how to read the Bible. That she 
died early of consumption was then considered the 
sign and seal of her sainthood, whatever interpreta- 
tion the present bacteriologist might be inclined to 
give. The antipode of her type isthe bustling Chris- 
tian, who is so busy with sporadic attempts to make 
money for the church that she has no time to realize 
the joy of the inflowing divine, or, indeed, to open 
her soul to receive such inflowing. The problem for 
many a child of God is how to unite the worthier ele- 
ments of the seemingly irreconcilable characters. 

An occupation whose essential nature makes with- 
drawal from communion with God necessary is wrongly 
chosen, and should be given up as soon as possible. 
It is often quite possible, however, that instead of 
having made a mistake in our choice of occupation, 
we are living, or trying to live, two lives, putting God 
in one and the occupation in the other. An occupa- 
tion, in itself not incompatible with the divine life, 
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to his Elder Brother in this, that he may be the 
meekest and lowliest of men, and yet the most aristo- 
cratic personality in the world. 


yA 
Pity’s Right of Way 


Pity was once an eccentric emotion, but has now 
risen to the rank of a social law. Once the wounded 
man was left to die, as a wounded animal is. Now 
society strains every nerve to relieve his pain and to 
save his life. The finest music to be heard on the 
streets of a great city is the clang of the hospital 
ambulance, as it hurries to the relief of suffering, and 
claims as a right precedence in the use of the streets. 
Our first thoughts on hearing it are those of painful 
sympathy, but there is a more cheerful side to it, for 
it tells us that all society sends its wishes with it on 
its errand of mercy. 
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Stand Up for Your Rights! 


What are your ‘‘rights’'? You might get ten dif- 
ferent answers from ten different persons. Yet is 
there but one answer to those who bear Christ's 
name? Our right is what was his: the right to serve 
others. An American teacher in Porto Rico tells of 
a peculiarly beautiful illustration of this. One of the 
American missionaries there had the direction of a 
large piece of work, calling for the employment of 
many native men. This fact becoming known, the 
men came to him constantly, eager for a chance to 
secure work, It hurt him to have to turn any of them 
away, as he was obliged to do, and finally he asked 
the men to whom he had been able to give positions 
if they would give up a day, now and then, to those 
who needed it most. Many of those employed had 
just found work after a long search. Yet they did as 
he asked. And, writes the teacher, ‘‘it seemed to 
me one of the greatest sacrifices I ever saw.’’ Are 
you as ready to ‘‘stand for your rights’’—your right 
to serve others—as were those new citizens of our 
nation ? 


ya 


or Service ? 


may be made so by placing it in a universe of desire 
in which the divine has no place. Instead of per- 
plexing ourselves as to how our time shall be divided 
between our religious duties and our occupation, we 
would far better put the religion and the occupation 
in the same universe of desire, let them be organic 
parts of the same life, and then live that life strongly, 
earnestly, and singly. When we find God in our 
daily work, in our recreation, in the nature about us, 
even in the debased humanity we are born to elevate, 
we shall not need to ask any questions about how 
much time we should take away from these things to 
give to him. 

A young girl once remarked that she went to North- 
field ‘‘to meet God.'’ One may speak very rever- 
ently, and say that if she had never met him before, 
she should have been willing to go there or anywhere 
else for that purpose. But let us hope that she did 
not part from him after the meeting, but that she 
found such joy in the divine companionship that she 
refused to give it up even for one hour. ‘They who 
have once tasted of the heavenly gift are to be envied 
only if they have thenceforth that hunger for the 
divine which must be satisfied. 

A young man was obliged to spend the night in the 
room of an old man who had for years been noted for 
his Christlikeness. The younger man was very anx- 
ious to know something of the private devotions of 
the faithful servant of God, and he remained awake 
in order that he might observe. The work upon 
which the old man was engaged was pressing, and 
was continued far into the night. When it was fin- 
ished, he was very weary. Rising from his table, he 
stretched his arms outward and upward, and looking 
up lovingly and reverently, he said, 
and I are on the same old terms."’ 
for his rest. 

There is perhaps no figure of speech which has so 
clouded our conception of God and our relations to 


‘O Lord, you 
Then he prepared 
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him as that involved in calling him aking. The 
kings of the earth are in no real sense analogues of 
God. Yet we talk about our contributions to religious 
purposes as if we were paying God tribute. We 
think of him as punishing us and judging us as an 
earthly ruler would do. We find no better illustra- 
tion of the respect due him than the state and cere- 
mony with which earthly kings-surround themselves. 
We are learning now that the monarchs of earth often 
simply use tricks, trappings, and vulgar devices to 
command the respect of the vulgar, in their etiquet 
and pageantry. Does the God of heaven and earth 
need this? We talk about appearing before God as 
if we were not always before him. We do not pay 
God tribute at all. All that we have is his. There 
should be no question of our individual uses, for our 
uses are God's uses, if our life is, indeed, ‘‘ hid with 
Christ in God."’ Is it not presumptuous to talk of 
‘«giving’’ to the Lord? It is he who is sharing his 
own with us. Our oneness with him should be of 





Does the Bible Forbid Dancing ? 


Questions as to personal and social practices 
about which there are wide differences of opinion 
among the intelligent and well-disposed, exercise not 
a few earnest souls, especially in cases where they are 
unable to point to a decisive utterance on the subject 


in the text of the Bible. Here comes a communica- 
tion in this line from an earnest and valued corre- 
spondent in eastern New York State : 

There is no part of your highly valued paper (and I have 
been a Sunday-school teacher or superintendent for half a 
century) in which I find more of interest than Notes on 
Open Letters. And now I come to you with the vexed ques- 
tion of dancing by professing Christians. Are there any pas- 
sages in the Bible—if so, where ?—that may properly be 
considered as sanctioning dancing, as practiced in good so- 
ciety at the present time. Are we to tell our Sunday-school 
scholars that if they would become Christians they must give 
up dancing? Are there any passages in the Bible that forbid 
dancing? If so, where are these passages? What are the 
views of the Editor of The Sunday School Times on the sub- 
ject, and how are we to treat this subject before our classes ? 

As to Bible prohibitions, or commendations, of 
social dancing as commonly practiced nowadays, 
there are none to be found. And so it may be said 
of many another personal and social practice which 
is under frequent discussion. The Bible is a book of 
principles, not of rules. When Mr. Moody was asked 
if there is anything in the Bible that forbids tobacco- 
using, he replied that the only text that he recalled 
as bearing on that question is, ‘‘ He which is filthy, 
let him be filthy still’’ (Rev. 22:11). But even if 
that text does apply, the question will still be open, 
‘*Does that mean, Still use tobacco, as you have 
been using it, or Let tobacco alone ?’’ A well-known 
bishop in the Church of England said, in a public 
address, that there is not a word in the Bible that 
can be pointed to as forbidding betting on horses ata 
race-course. Therefore he approved of such gambling. 
But it can also be said that there is no Bible prohibition 
of bribing a jockey to let his horse fall behind in the 
race, so that the man who bets on the other horse 
may win. There is no specific Bible prohibition of 
buying votes at the polls, or of committing forgery, or 
of counterfeiting money, or of doing many another 
thing that will land the doer in the penitentiary. The 
Bible is not given to us as a book of specific rules of 
conduct. 

Dancing was primarily an act of worship. As an 
expression of joy it is frequently spoken of approv ingly, 
especially among children. But in Oriental lands, and 
among primitive peoples, promiscuous dancing by 
persons of the two sexes is practically unknown. The 
chief exception taken to social dancing as practiced 
in this country is the fact that by being partners in a 
dance two young persons are brought into close rela- 
tions for the time being, with opportunities for free 
conversation, overheard by no one else, in the heated 
air of a close room, while the blood is quickened 
and warmed by active exercise. This is true of 
social dancing as is the case with no other allowable 
amusement, indoors or out. If, indeed, the social 
circle were composed wholly and always of the best 
and noblest young men, there would be less valid 
objection to such promiscuous dancing as exists. But 
American society as it is permits the presence of 
young men, in wellnigh every circle, who are by no 
means spotless and of the best. A young woman who 
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such a nature as to preclude anything like a jealous 
division. 

It is not only true that communion without service 
loses its vitality, and that service without communion 
loses its joy, but it is also true that neither can exist 
without the other. They are parts of an organic 
whole in which the union is so vital that separation 
would be as fatal as would the severance of the heart 
and the lungs in the human body. The most inti- 
mate communion with our heavenly Father is to be 
attained only by means of the most devout service. 
God's holiest shrine is the soul of man, and he is in 
the haunts of men in larger measure than in the closet. 
The devotee on his knees in the heavy air of his 
chamber is often farther away from the God he seeks 
than the sister of mercy as she returns through the 
golden dawn from the chamber of suffering. The 
mid-day withdrawal or the morning watch may be an 
isolation from the highway where Jesus of Nazareth is 
passing by. 
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dances freely in her own social community does not feel 
entirely free—is not so, in fact—to decline to be a part- 
ner ‘‘ for just one set,’’ with a young man whom her 
hostess has invited, even if the young woman would 
not select him for her close partner, even for a brief 
time. And this is a very real objection to promiscuous 
social dancing in our time and sphere, in the estimation 
of those who are best informed on the subject. But 
the whole matter is one to be considered in the light 
of sound Christian discretion and expediency. It is 
not a thing to be passed on dogmatically as always 
right or always wrong by itself. The Editor has given 
fuller expression t» his personal views on the subject 
in a book entitled ‘‘ Border Lines in the Field of 
Doubtful Practices.’’ 
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Is It Proper to Pray in Public ? 

How easy it is to be misled by the words of the 
Bible, even by the words of Jesus, if we consider the 
letter iistead of the spirit of the teaching! Here 
comes a valued brother from Indiana, who has been 
disturbed in this way : 


Your Notes on Open Letters have for years given me light 
and satisfaction, and I will hone to find a solution of my pres- 
ent problem. I wish to ask, in regard to Matthew 6:5, 6, 
‘*And when thou prayest,’’ etc. Did Jesus mean what it 
seems that he said ; that is, that we are to be dissimilar to 
those who attempt public prayers, and that the surroundings 
for prayer are to be those of seclusion? From what scripture 
do we know that prayer is ever to be offered in public in the 
manner now prevailing among Christians? Is there anything 
in the New Testament showing that any of the apostles offered 
formal oral prayer in the presence of a promiscuous audience ? 
This problem has been confusing to me for twenty years, and 
I hope for instruction, 

Jesus was not then talking about praying with and 
for others, and these words of his have no reference 
to that matter. He was speaking, as is shown in the 
context, of the habit, often to be seen in the East 
to-day, of a man’s offering his personal prayers, his 
individual devotions, standing ‘‘in the corners of 
the streets, that they [or he] may be seen of men." 
Social prayer, or public common prayer, is as natural 
and proper as is a common impulse to cry aloud 
for help or alarm in time of a common danger, as 
when there is peril from fire, or from enemies, —or as is 
the impulse to cheer or hurrah in a time of general 
rejoicing. The very first words of the pattern prayer 
that we call the ‘‘ Lord's Prayer,’’ which Jesus 
taught to his disciples, illustrates and emphasizes this, 
‘¢Our Father,’’ — not ‘‘my Father,’’ but 
Father.’ The New Testament abounds with illus- 
trations of social and public prayer. Before the day 
of Pentecost the apostles, their very names being 
given as showing that they were together in the same 
room, ‘‘all with one accord continued stedfastly in 
prayer, with the women’"’ (Acts 1:14). Wheg Peter 
was in prison, the church as a body—not one person, 
but ‘‘the church’’—assembled in a common room, 
continued in prayer for him. At the time of his re- 
lease ‘‘ many were gathered together and were pray- 
ing’’ there (Acts 12: 5, 12). Paul requested the 
Christians in Rome to ‘‘ strive together’’ with him 
in their prayers in his behalf (Rom. 15 : 30). Such 
prayers with and for others are repeatedly spoken of 
in the New Testament, but, even if they were not, we 
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should feel justified—ay, in duty bound—to yield to 
the blessed Christian impulse to share, as fellow dis- 
ciples, our joys and our sorrows in our common 
appeal to our loving Father, especially as there is 
not a suggestion of disapproval of it in the words 


of Jesus. 
a. 
Too Many New Elijahs 


Many persons are looking for the fulfilment of 
prophecies that were fulfilled long ago. Other per- 
sons are looking for the fulfilment of prophecies that 
were never made. Such persons either are them- 
selves troubled, or they trouble simple souls who fail 
to see just what the difficulty iss An honest New 
Jersey sister is troubled in both these ways. She 
writes : 

Having often been helped over difficulties by your Notes on 
Open Letters, I now make bold to come to you with a diffi- 
culty on which I feel assured you can throw light. Less than 
a year ago John Alexander Dowie of Chicago, head of the 
so-called Christian Catholic Church, announced himself as 
‘‘ lijah,’’ the restorer of all things, and now comes F. W. 
Sandford, founder of a Bible-school in Shiloh, Maine, with the 
announcement that he is Elijah, and has been commissioned 
by God to ‘‘ remove the covering cast over the face of all the 
earth,’ and to ‘‘ set in order "’ the church before the ‘‘ coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord,’’—in pursuance of 
which he has established what he calls the ‘ authoritative 
baptism.’ Leaving the men themselves out of the question, 
hoping, in the judgment of charity, that they are self-deluded, 
and not deliberate impostors, | wish to know what scriptural 
ground there is for thinking Elijah is to come a third time. 
Christ, as reported by Matthew, Mark, and Luke, plainly says 
that the prophecy by Malachi is fulfilled in John the Baptist. 
Mr. S. also teaches that he, as Elijah, is one of the ‘‘two wit- 
nesses'’ spoken of in Revelation. Please give the benefit of 
your wide knowledge of Scripture and its interpretation to 
one who is anxious to know the truth, 

Jesus did say explicitly that the prophecy as to 
Elijah’'s coming, betore the great and terrible day of 
the Lord, was already fulfilled while Jesus was on 
earth. Indeed, that prophecy had reference to the 
work of arousing people to repentance, and was never 
to be taken literally as to the man Elijah (Matt. 11: 
14; 17:11; Mark 9:11; Luke 1:17). But what 
if Jesus did say so and think so? Would a Chicago 
false prophet of to-day hesitate to disagree with Jesus 
in a great matter or a small one? As to the man in 
Maine, who says that he is not only Elijah, but is one 
of the ‘‘ two witnesses,’’ out of the mouth of whom 
proceedeth fire to devour his enemies, he is likely to 
be a dangerous man to meddle with or oppose. The 
better way is to leave him alone, and to serve Christ 
as Christ directs. But why doesn’t the Maine man 
claim that he is the Scarlet Woman, and the beast 
with seven heads and ten horns? He is too modest in 
his present claims. After all, there is no gain in 
even considering the false and absurd claims of men 
whose chief desire seems to be to make some personal 
gain out of those who are unwise enough to be mis- 
led by their foolish talk. 
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A Rough Rider’s Testimony 
to Our President 


We never know just how, or when, or where, the 
impression our lives are making on others will tell. But 
that an impression is being made, an influence going 
out, for good or for bad, every day, every hour, we 
may be confident. With us lies the choice as to what 
that influence shall be. President Roosevelt might be 
surprised to hear of the following spontaneous tribute 
to his character by one who had occasion to know 
and watch him. But that the President would be 
thankful and cheered to learn that his influence 
counted so strongly on the right side, no one who 
knows him can doubt. The incident comes from a 
correspondent in New York City, who writes : 


Your article last fall, in The Sunday School Times, by 
Jacob A. Riis, on ‘The Christian Manliness of Roosevelt,” 
recalls an incident that occurred in this city in the autumn of 
1898, which confirms in a striking way his testimony to that 
characteristic so much admired by all who have come into 
personal contact with the President. When the Rough Riders 
returned from the Santiago campaign, and were released from 
the camp at Montauk Point, most of them, before proceeding 
homeward, put in a few festive days in ‘‘the Colonel's town.” 
Sitting, one morning, behind four of them on a Broadway car, 
I learned that they were from New Mexico, and, knowing 
something of that territory, and the type of citizen they repre- 
sented, I entered into conversation with them, and presently 
asked, ‘‘ What do you think of Roosevelt?’’ One of them, 
turning right about, said, with all earnestness, ‘‘ Say, mister, 
that's a God-fearin’ man."’ I felt then that one who amid the 
stress of conflict and the strain of camp life could make such 
an impression was a man to be trusted, and his character, I 
am assured, will now stand the test, when he is called to bear 
the burdens and meet the responsibilities of his high office. 
We may well pray thatall needful grace shall be ministered to 
him, that he may never falter in his high purpose to lead the 
people in the paths of righteousness and peace. 
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Lesson 7. February 16. The Second Persecution 


Acts 5: 25-42. (Read Acts 5 : 12-24.) 
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Memory verses: 40-42 


Golden Text: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.—Matt. 5 : 10 


COMMON VERSION 


25 Then came one and told them, saying, 


AMERICAN REVISION 


25 And there came one and told them, Be- 


COMMON VERSION 


AMERICAN REVISION 





































































































Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are 
standing in the temple, and teaching the peo- 


ple the temple standing and teaching the people. 
26 Then went the captain with the officers, 26 Then went the 


and brought them without violence: for they 
feared the people, lest they should have been 
stoned. 


27 And when they had brought them, they Stoned. 27 And when they had brought them, 
set them before the council: and the high they set them before the 


priest asked them, 
28 Saying, Did not we straitly command 


you that ye should not teach in this name? charged you not to teach in this name : and 
and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching, and intend to bring this man’s blood 
upon us. 29 But Peter and the apostles an- 
swered and said, We ought to obey God rather SWered and said, We must obey God rather 
than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised 
up Jesus, whom ye slew, hanging him on a God. 


your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's 
blood upon us. 
29 § Then Peter and the other apostles an- 


than men, 
30 ‘The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, 
whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. 


. , 2e j ; : >¥< os . . 
31 Him hath God exalted with his right tree. 31 Him did God exalt ' with his right 
hand fo 6e a Prince and a Saviour, for to give hand ¢o de a Prince and a Saviour, to give re- 


repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

32 And we are his witnesses of these things ; 
and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God 
hath given to them that obey him. 


33 When they heard ¢ha/, they were cut given to them that obey him. 


to the heart, and took counsel to slay them 
34 Then stood there up one in the council, 


ple, and commanded to put the apostles forth 
a little space ; 


Lesson Calendar 
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1. January 5.—The Promise of Power oo « oe OWS S88 
2. January 12.—The Promise of Power Fulfilled. . . . Acts 2: 1-22 
. January 19.—The Early Christian Church . Acts 2 : 39°47 
. January 26.—The Lame Man Healed . . . Acts 3: 1-16 
. February 2.—The First Persecution. . ..... . . Acts 4: 1-22 
. Acts 4: 32 to§:a2 
. Acts §: 25-42 
Acts 6: r-15 


3 

4 
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6. February 9.—The Sin of Lying ‘ 

7. February 16.—The Second Persecution . 
8. February 23.—The Arrest of Stephen 


9. March 2.—The Stoning of Stephen Acts 7: 54to8:2 


10. March 9g The Disciples Scattered Acts 8: 3-17 
1. March 16 he Ethiopian Converted Acts 8 : 26-40 
12. March 23.—Temperance Lesson Eph. 5: 11-22 


13. March 30.— { Review 


1 Or, Easter Lesson John 20: 3-18 


¢ 
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Persecution can only be where princifles are concerned, 


‘<_0 


International Home Readings 


MON.—Acts 5 : 12-24. Delivered from prison. 
TUES.—Acts § : 25-42. The second persecution. 
WED.— Matt. 27 : 17-25. 


THURS. 


Responsibility accepted. 
Dan. 3: 8-18. God first. 

FRI.—1 Pet. 3: 8-18. Suffering for righteousness. 
Sal 1 Pet. 4: 12-19. 
SuNn.—Luke 6 : 17-26. 


Partakers with Christ. 
Blessed are ye ! 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association.) 


~ 


The injunctions of earth are set aside by a commission 
from the superior court of Heaven. 


bpd 
The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


The Followers of Christ 
1. A People Respected by Men: 
Without violence... feared the people (25, 26). 
The people magnified them (Acts 5 : 13). 
Thou hast been . . . honorable (Isa. 43 : 4). 
2. A People Feared by Enemies : 
To bring this man's blood upon us (27, 28). 


Im nothing affrighted by the adversaries (Phil. 1 : 28), 
What shall we do to these men? (Acts 4: 15, 16.) 


hold, the men whom ye put in the prison are in 


with the officers, 
and brought them, éu¢ without violence ; for 
they feared the people, lest they should be 


council. And the 


high priest asked them, 28 saying, We strictly 


pentance to Israel, remission of sins. 
32 And we are witnesses 7 of these ‘things ; 


and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God hath 


35 And said unto them, Ye men of Is’ra-el, 
take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do 
as touching these men. 

36 For before these days rose up Theii’das, 
boasting himself to be somebody ; to whom a 
number of men, about four hundred, joined 
themselves : who was slain; and all, as many 
as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought 
to nought. 

37 After this man rose up Jii’das of Gal’i-lee 
in the days of the taxing, and drew away much 
people after him: he also perished ; and all, 
even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. 

38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from 
these men, and let them alone: for if this 
counsel or this work be of men, it will come 
to nought: 

39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow 
it ; lest haply ye be found even to fight against 


40 And to him they agreed : and when they 
had called the apostles, and beaten ‘hem, they 
commanded that they should not speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go. 

41 4 And they departed from the presence 
of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for his name. 


manded to put the men forth a little while. 
35 And he said unto them, Ye men of israel, 
take heed to yourselves as touching these men, 
what ye are about to do. 36 For before these 
days rose up Theudas, giving himself out to be 
somebody ; to whom a number of men, about 
four hundred, joined themselves: who was 
slain ; and all, as many as obeyed him, were 
dispersed, and came to nought. 37 After 
this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days 
of the enrolment, and drew away some of the 
people after him: he also perished ; and all, 
as many as obeyed him, were scattered abroad. 
38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from 
these men, and let them alone: for if this 
counsel or this work be of men, it will be over 
thrown: 39 but if it is of God, ye will not be 
able to overthrow them ; lest haply ye be found 
even to be fighting against God. 4o And to 
him they agreed: and when they had called 
the apostles unto them, they beat them and 
charged them not to speak in the name of 
Jesus, and let them go. 41 They therefore 
departed from the presence of the council, re- 
joicing that they were counted worthy to suf- 


33 But they, when they heard this, were cut 
a Phar’i-see, named Ga-ma‘li-el, a doctor of ‘© the heart, and were minded to slay them. ’ 
the law, had in reputation among all the peo- 34 But there stood up one in the council, a 
Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the 
law, had in honor of all the people, and com- 


Jesus Christ. 


a % % x 


3- A People Loyal to God: 

We must obey God rather than men (29). 

Am I now seeking the favor of men ? (Gal. 1: 10.) 
Whether it is right, . . . judge ye (Acts 4: 19). 
4- A Testifying People : 

Raised up Jesus... we are witnesses (30-32). 
Before governors... . for a testimony (Matt. 10: 18). 
Ve shall be my witnesses (Acts 1 : 8). 

5. A People Divinely Protected : 
Refrain... fighting against God (38, 39). 

God is in the midst of her (Psa. 46: 5). 

Jehovah is thy keeper (Psa. 121: 4-8). 

6. A People Suffering, yet Rejoicing : 

Beat them... they... departed... rejoicing (40, 41). 
Blessed .. . persecuted for righteousness’ sake ( Matt. 5 : 10-12). 
Partakers of Christ's sufferings, rejoice (1 Pet. 4 : 12, 13). 
7- A People Stedfast under Persecution : 

Ceased not to teach and to preach (42). 


We are more than conquerors (Rom. 8 : 37-39). 
Stand fast in the faith (1 Cor. 16: 13). 


“ 


The grace of toleration usually belongs to those who are 
mot in a position to use it. 


‘<2 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


NTERVENING Events.—A period of external growth 
and internai peace followed the judgment upon Ana- 
nias and Sapphira. Miracles of healing were wrought, 

especially by Peter, the sick and possessed being brought 
from neighboring cities. This finally led to the imprison- 
ment of the apostles, mainly through the influence of the 
Sadducees. A miraculous release followed, the apostles 
repairing to the temple at daybreak to preach. At the 
same time the sanhedrin met, and, sending for the prison- 
ers, learned that they were not to be found. 

PLAGES.—Within the temple enclosure, and in the coun- 

cil chamber of the sanhedrin. 

Time.—Not indicated; probably some years after the 

Pentecostal outpouring. 





% 
Critical Notes 


Verse 25.—Are in the temple, standing and teaching: 
The proper order; ‘‘ standing ’’ implies taking a promi- 
nent position. 

Verse 26.— 7he captain: ‘*Of the temple ”’ (see v. 24 


fer dishonor for the Name. 42 And every 


42 And daily in the temple, and in every day, in the temple and at home, they ceased 
house, they ceased not to teach and preach not to teach and to 5preach Jesus as the 


Christ. 


1 Or, at 2 Some ancient authorities add in him. %Gr. sayings. 4 Some ancient authorities read and 
God hath given the Holy Spirit to them that obey him. %Gr. bring good tidings of. See ch. 13. 32; 14.15. 
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and chap. 4 : 1).— Officers - Servants of the sanhedrin, not 
military officers.— Brought them, but without violence, 
‘*But’’ is implied in the peculiar Greek phrase.—Les¢ 
they should be stoned: This explains ‘* without violence.”’ 

Verse 27.—Before the council: Literally, ** in the san- 
hedrin,’’ the members probably sitting in a semicircle. 

Verse 28.— We strictly charged you: The better attested 
reading is not in the form of a question.— 7eaching : Not 
** doctrine.’’—Jntend - Suggesting deliberate purpose. 

Verse 29.—But Peter answered: He was the speaker, 
though sazd is plural, agreeing with ‘he apostles.— Must: 
Moral necessity (comp. 4 : 12). 

Verse 30.—Slew, hanging him on a tree: 
hanging him.’’ ‘* Tree’ 
here implied. 

Verse 31.—Did God exalt: More exact than ‘ hath 
God exalted.’’— Prince ; Compare 3 : 15. 

Verse 32.—‘‘ His’’ is poorly supported. The mar- 
ginal readings are those found in the Vatican manuscript. 

Verse 33.—Cut to the heart: Literally, ** sawn through.’’ 
— Were minded: Slightly better attested than ‘*‘ took 
counsel,’”’ 

Verse 34.—A Pharisee, named Gamaliel: He was 
Paul’s teacher (Acts 22 : 3); his name means ‘ recom- 
pense of God.’’— Commanded: He was not the president, 
but his great influence had authority, even in a body com- 
posed largely of Sadducees.— 7he men: Better attested 
than ‘‘ apostles.’’— Forth : In emphatic position.—Outside 
the council chamber.—A “ittle while: ‘‘Space’’ is mis- 
leading. 

Verse 35.—As touching these men: The Revisers put 
this phrase in its proper connection.—Are about to do: 
Not ‘‘ intend,’’ as in verse 28. 

Verse 36.—Before these days: Indefinite.— 7heudas : 
Josephus names such an insurgent, but at a later date. 
Luke probably refers to another person of the same name 
and character, and while his accuracy cannot be confirmed 
here, it has been in many other instances.— Giving himself 
out: Compare Acts 8 : 9.— Were dispersed: So here, but 
not in verse 37. The Authorized Version transposes the 
senses of the two verbs. 

Verse 37.—/Judas of Galilee: Also ‘‘ of Gaulanitis ”’ 
(Josephus), the probable region of his birth.—Zuro/ment : 
Under Quirinius, probably later than that referred to in 
Luke 2: 2.—Some of the people; Literally, ‘‘ people,’’ 
according to the correct text. 

Verse 38.—Overthrown: More exact than ‘‘ come to 
nought,’’ which is correct in verse 36. 

Verse 39.— Ye will not be able: So the better attested 
reading.— 70 overthrow them : ‘*Them”’ is well supported. 
‘* Overthrow,’’ the same verb as in verse 38. 

Verse 41.— 70 suffer dishonor: More exact than ‘‘ suffer 
shame.’’—For the Name: So the better attested text, 
**Name’”’ being used in a distinctive sense, hence the 
capital letter. Compare ‘‘ Life,’’ Acts 5 : 20; ‘* Way,’’ 
Acts 9 : 2, and elsewhere. 

Verse 42.—And every day, in the temple and at home: 





sé Slew by 
is frequently used in the sense 
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‘Daily’ is less literal than ‘‘every day,’’ while ‘in 
every house ’’ is incorrect.— 70 preach; Literally, ‘‘ evan- 
gelize.’? Another word rendered ‘‘ preach ’’ means to an- 
nounce as a herald does.—/esus as the Christ: The un- 
doubted sense, ‘‘ the Christ’’ meaning ‘‘ the Messiah,’ 
and not used here as a proper name. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


- 


Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


HE apostles had been put in prison for preaching and 

healing. An angel had opened the doors, The 

Holy Spirit had bidden them not hide, but go straight 

ontothetemple: d preach again. Again they were brought 

before the court ..at was ‘‘ sawn throuzh ’’ with rage, and 
determined to slay them. 

But Gamaliel said, ‘‘ Let be; if this work is of men, it 
will perish ; if of God, do not fight against him.’’ So they 
beat, instead of slaying, the apostles. On the same prin- 
ciple, the boy who cannot beat his foe makes faces at his 
sister. 

Never mind the court. It was bound to insignificance 
and annihilation. Think of the apostles, bound to fill the 
world and heaven with their doctrine ! 


1. Bidden to speak no more, they spake the more. Just 


ie 
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out of the prison, they did not flee to the cave of Adullam, 
but to the rostrum of the Pentecost. They were daily in 
the temple and in private homes, preaching Jesus Christ in 
the very sight and hearing of soldiers, chief priests and 
Pharisees. One brave man awes a hundred cowards. 

2. They were brave because of a consciousness of the 
presence of God. They had his angels to open locks as 
easily as his sunbeams open rosebuds. But opened locks 
were no more sure word of testimony of God’s presence 
and power than their inner consciousness. 

3. What was the personal feeling? It was one of great 
joy. They were glad to be counted worthy to suffer dis- 
honor for his name. That put them into the company of 
the one divine Sufferer. And if they suffer with him, they 
will also be glorified together. 

What an immeasurable joy in Christ there can be! In 
it men count not their lives dear unto themselves. They 
glory in tribulation, which means being flailed like grain on 
a threshing-floor, They count it all joy when they fall into 
manifold temptations. Paul says, ‘tI take pleasure in 
weaknesses, in injuries, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake.’’ So there is a realm where 
every one may be jubilant, for the God of all joy is ‘‘ nearer 
than breathing, nearer than hands and feet.”’ 

UNIVERSITY PARK, COLO. 

A 


The worst heresy known to the world ts that of disturbing 
the peace or the profits of the powerful. 


‘<p? 


Caution and Courage 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


‘DETER and John were at first brought before the coun- 
cil on a charge of working miracles through unlawful 
power. On this second time, the persons accused 

and the crime charged are different. The company of the 

‘* apostles ’’ is now in the net, not only the two leaders ; 

and they are charged with disobeying the council’s order, 

and speaking disrespectfully of it. That 

is a much more serious crime in the eyes 

of ecclesiastics, tenacious of their dignity, 


ernor. For the moment they were a mob, not a court, 
and it was mob law which they hungered to put in force on 
the brave twelve, standing there so quietly in the midst of 
the howling crowd. 

Gamaliel kept his head, and his rising to speak calmed 
the hurricane. Luke elaborately recounts his claims to 
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to listen to him. His first step, that of removing the 
prisoners, would quiet the agitation, and at least prevent 
sudden murder then and there. 

A moment’s pause will sometimes turn a crowd’s passion 
into reason, and, as they listened to Gamaliel’s politic ad- 
vice, they would feel their rage oozing out at their fingers’ 
ends. A more effectual wet blanket was never used to 
smother the fire of mob ferocity. One cannot but admire 
the ‘‘one still, strong man in a blatant’’ crowd, and his 
quiet adducing of ‘*modern instances’’ to back up his 
‘* wise saws.’’ We must leave to others the task of point- 
ing out the chronological difficulties in his account of 
Theudas’s rebellion, and the agreement of his account of 
Judas’s with Josephus. For our purpose, the more im 
portant question is as to what we are to think of the advice 
which this learned doctor cautiously gave. 

The first aspect under which it may be regarded is that 
of being a true test. If it lasts, it is of God ; if it does not, 
itis of men. Now that is not absolutely and universally 
true. But it is in so far true about Christianity that, if it 
were not ‘‘of God,’’ it could not have lived. The two 
illustrations which Gamaliel gave agree in this, that the 
death of the leader was the dissolving of his followers. 
Theudas died, and his band melted away ; Judas perished, 
and his band at once broke up and sought safety in separa- 
tion. Why did not Jesus’ followers do the same? They 
were beginning to fall to pieces on the day of the resurrec- 
tion. What arrested the process, and bound them to- 
gether? Can anybody account for their continuance as a 
community, without accepting the fact of the resurrection ? 
Can anybody accept the fact of the resurrection, and doubt 
that it was God’s attestation that Jesus is his beloved Son 
and messenger of truth to the world? And, further, the 
continued existence of the church through all ages, in spite 
of its own sins and its enemies’ assaults, its diffusion 
through the world to-day, with the evidence afforded by 
that of the gospel’s adaptation to man everywhere and in 
every stage, is a proof that its message is from God. Ga- 
maliel was right in the test he proposed. 

But his counsel was also a criminal suspense of judg- 
ment. He and the learned gentlemen round him ought to 
have got far beyond balancing ‘‘if’s ’’ by that time. They 
had got beyond it when they tore their clothes at Jesus’ 
‘* blasphemy,’’ and it was too late now to talk as if his 
claims were dubious. If any man there could not tell 
whether his mission was from heaven or of men, he must 
have been sinfully blind to facts. They had the apostles’ 
assertion of the resurrection and ascen- 
sion ; why did they not set to a thorough 
examination into its truthfulness, instead 





than the former was. ‘‘ Did not we straitly 
command ?’’ and you have flouted ws, and 
have laid ‘‘this man’s blood upon ws.”’ 
They do nct even pretend to examine into 
the truth of the ‘‘teaching’’ which had 
‘* filled Jerusalem.’’ It was enough that 
they had forbidden it. They forget that 
they had joined in the frenzied shrick, 
‘* His blood be upon us!’’ and they swell 
out their ruffled plumage like angry kites. 
It is the old story, which has been repeated 
over and over again in the bearing of in- 
quisitors of all sorts, from that day down 
to this, whenever living conviction has been 
in the dock, and tradition and priestly pre- 
rogative on the bench. 

Peter’s answer goes straight to both 
points of the charge, and dares to repeat 
and justify both offenses. The apostles’ 
disobedience had been put first, and he 
justifies it by the unanswerable plea that 
God is to be obeyed, and man is not if 
obedience to him means disobedience to 


God. The sting lies in the cool assump- 
tion, there before the council, that their 
commands were opposite to God’s. Then 


he repeats the indictment that ‘‘ye slew’’ 
Jesus. The sting there lies in the con- 
trast between what they thought of ‘* this 
man,’’ as shown by their treatment of 
him, and what God thought, as shown by 
his. ‘*We are his witnesses of these 
things,’’—how, then, could they shut their 
mouths, whoever tried to muzzle them? 
‘* And so is also the Holy Ghost, whom 
God hath given.’’ Pentecost, and the 
growth of the church in numbers, illumi- 
nation and new life, was a fact to be ex- 
plained, if Jesus had not risen and as- 
cended. Why did Peter put the apostolic 
witness before the Holy Spirit’s? Simply 
because the former was the blaze the coun- 
cil were trying to smother, and the latter 
was the fuel that fed it, in spite of all such 
attempts. 

The audacity of the speech may be 
brought home to us if we fancy a Russian 
Old Believer talking so to the Most Rev- 








of refusing to look into the evidence, and 
then swaying about between the two 
‘*if’s’?? And are we not apt to commit 
the same fault? Are there no causes 
now, that everybody who is not biased 
knows to be of God, and which yet 
many of us have not the nerve to make 
up our minds intelligently upon, and act 
accordingly ? 

That suggests that, after all, Gs maliel 
gave cowardly counsel. He woul weit 
and see whether the thing came to be a 
success, and then he would advise ide: ii- 
fying themselves with it. That is o ten he 
temptation of learned men, who like to 
leave the rough work of helping God to 
make his cause a success to less culti- 
vated and less sensitive folk. It is the 
temptation of us all to sit on the fence till 
we see on which side it will be advisable 
to get down. A Gamaliel with his *‘ if’s,’’ 
leaving a cause to sink or swim, and de- 
laying his decision till, like witches, it has 
been tried by the ordeal of water, is like 
too many of us, and is far less admirable 
than the little band of apostles who had a 
burning conviction in their souls that the 
cause was God’s, and could not sink, and 
therefore calmly ready to sink themselves, 
that they might help to keep it afloat. 

It was a strange way of ‘‘ letting these 
men alone’’ to flog them and order si- 
lence. But rulers who adopt a temporiz- 
ing policy are like a boat out of the sails 
of which the wind has heen taken, and 
which ‘‘ yaws,’’ now on this tack, now on 


that. If the council did not know its 
own mind, the apostles knew theirs, The 
wind was not out of their sails. The 
storm only blew them faster on_ their 


course, and their spirits rose as it blew 
harder. So much had they grown in 
courage since the crucifixion, and so much 
had they learned of the meaning of * the 
Name,’’ that dishonor for its sake was to 
them ‘ta crown of glory and a diadem of 

’* and they met the worst pos- 








erend the Procurator of the Holy Synod 
The natural effect was produced—‘‘ they 
were cut to the heart,’’ but not with the 
salutary compunction which ‘ pricked in their heart’’ the 
hearers on Pentecost. This was wounded pride; and 
rage, not repentance, was the result. The intention to 
inflict capital punishment shows how far beyond their 
bounds their fury was sweeping them, for they had no 
power to inflict death without sanction of the Roman gov- 


A MODERN GAMALIEL 


being deferentially listened to, and we may perhaps hear 
an echo of Gamaliel’s pupil, Paul’s voice, in the enumera- 
tion of his characteristics. As a Pharisee, he was less 
outraged by the preaching of the resurrection than the Sad- 
ducees were, and his great skill in the law, as well as his 
high standing in popular estimation, made it impossible not 


beauty, ° 
sibilities with a solemn welcome and a 
strange joy. Does the light that streams 
from Jesus light up for us the darkest 
thunder-clouds ? Should we think it an 
honor to be ‘‘ counted worthy to suffer shame for the 
Name’? ? 

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
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Zo silence the accuser will not settle the accusation. 





































































































Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


we \ io WENT THE CAPTAIN, AND BROUGHT 

THEM, BUT WITHOUT VIOLENCE”? (v. 26).—For 

even in this country, where servility is common, the 
temper of the populace is an element with which the ruling 
classes (ecclesiastical and otherwise) have to reckon and 
take into consideration (Matt. 14:5; 21:26; 26:5). For 
a great many years past the central authorities have been 
very anxious to seize upon a certain person whom they re- 
gard as a murderer, but whom the people hold to be a hero. 
Last year there was a great reception in a certain town. A 
dozen officers, thinking he would be in the crowd, were on 
duty to capture him. He actually brushed against me as 
he shot past in the crowd, brandishing his revolver, and 
threatening his would-be captors. He is at large yet, 
because the people favor him. 

‘* LEST THEY SHOULD BE STONED” (v. 26).— Legal 
or official stoning, as indicated in Leviticus 20: 2, 27. 
It is not practiced here now, but in the excitement of a 
quarrel between neighbors, neighboring villages, or the 
people and the officers, I have seen stones thrown vigor- 
ously. We say so and so has been stoned. This may 
mean that he has sustained one or two cuts merely, or 
that he has been fatally wounded, or even murdered, as the 
case may be. 

‘* TF THIS COUNSEL OR THIS WORK BE OF MEN, IT WILL 
BE OVERTHROWN : BUT IF IT IS OF GOD, YE WILL NOT BE 
ABLE TO OVERTHROW THEM ”’ (vs. 38, 39).—-Might Gama- 
liel, in so saying, have had in view the principle laid down 
in Deuteronomy 18: 22 and elsewhere? At any rate, the 
principle of God’s sovereignty and man’s nothingness per- 
meated and permeates Oriental speech, if not Oriental life. 

A muleteer tells you that he makes the best purchases 
for you bitin Allah (‘*by the permission of God’’). 
A servant-girl says, ‘* I will come if God allows me life.’’ 
Every day we hear it in one connection or another (as 
doubtless did the contemporaries of Gamaliel) that man is 
nothing, and God is everything. Technically, therefore, 
the council had to admit that Gamaliel was right. Never- 
theless, the doctor showed bravery and incurred risk, for it 
is not so much the open legal procedure that most people 
fear here as the secret service which is sometimes employed 
in setting aside such individuals as Gamaliel who dare to 
take grounds such as he took. 

THEUDAS AND JUDAS, AND THEIR SUCCESSORS.—From 
the standpoint of the Romans, Theudas and Judas were 
rebels and outlaws, but the bulk of the Jews would regard 
them as patriots. We are not unacquainted with parallel 
instances in modern times. Individual Druses, Maronites, 
and Greeks have from time to time drawn the sword against 
the Turkish conquerors and rulers of this country. One of 
them, Jusuf Karrem, now deceased, drew after him, not 
four hundred, but thousands, and actually took the field 
against imperial troops. The government declared him a 
rebel, but his co-religionists looked upon him as a hero and 
a saint, and say of him that he was ‘‘ bullet-proof.’’ He 
was often hit, but not hurt. Others who profess to strike 
for independence and religious freedom collect no army, 
and seem to act singly, much after the manner of Samson, 
seeking vengeance on what they consider the enemy of 
their race and religion. One of them carries a cross as a 
symbol of opposition to the crescent. 
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It is easier to flog our leaders than to follow them, 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 


By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


ie ERE cut to the heart (v. 33). What a fearful 
accuracy there is in language! We say our 
‘*hearts ache,’’? our ‘‘ hearts are as heavy as 
lead.’ Mental suffering becomes physical at a certain 
point, just as water becomes ice. These people were ‘‘ cut 
to the heart,’’ and you may be sure it was a poignant suf- 
fering. Sometimes other people ‘‘cut us to the heart.’’ 
One of my dearest friends once said ten words to me that 
produced a physical illness. I went about for days like a 
stag with an arrow in his breast. But the wounds which 
others inflict are nothing to those we give ourselves. Hard 
as that suffering was, I have cut my own heart deeper. 
These people had done wrong, and the perception of it 
went through them like a knife. There are deeds which 
you boys and girls may do in some careless or reckless hour 
that will stab you like a dagger. The wound may rankle 
for years. It may never heal. There were men, no doubt, 
who helped kill Jesus Christ who carried that ‘‘ cut ’’ in 
their hearts to their grave. 
But there stood up one (v. 34). 
is easy enough to ‘‘stand up 
are with the majority. 


There was a man! It 
and be counted’’ when you 
I have often noticed, in public 
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meetings, when a vote was taken, how some men would 
finger the back of the seat in front of them, and start to 
rise, and cast a furtive glance under their eyelids, and squat 
back again when they saw that no one else was getting up. 
How the lip instinctively curls when you see a sight like 
that! At the siege of Port Hudson, Colonel Berrien ordered 
his regiment to charge a battery. Not a man moved. 
‘Cover your carcasses, cowards ! I will storm the battery 
alone!’’ he cried, and started. They followed. It is the 
reformer like Gerritt Smith who can stand alone, the sol- 
dier like young Calvin Titus who can climb the walls of 
Peking alone, the schoolboy who can get down on his 
knees at night alone (when every other fellow sneaks under 
the bed-clothes), the Gamaliel who can stand up alone for 
the despised Galilean, whom the world ‘‘ has in honor.’’ 
Let there always be ‘‘ one ’’ boy in your crowd who stands 
for right, and let that boy be you. 

Take heed (v. 35). If I believed in tattooing, I should 
put those two words in indelible ink on the backs of the 
hands of a lot of little chaps I know. Not that I think it is 
nice to be ‘too scared to breathe !’’ I despise a ‘‘ ’fraid- 
cat.’ I know one little fellow whose mother shouted 
‘* Take care!’’ at him so often that when he goes down 
stairs he sits down and slides, for fear he will fall. He 
‘*picks his way ’’ like an old man, and I always feel like 
giving him a shove. But in this life you’ll ‘‘ take care ’’ or 
you’ll go bare; you’ll take heed or you’ll feel need, and 
your heart’ll bleed. The engineer who does not ‘take 
heed ’’ misses his signal and wrecks his train. The gene- 
ral who does not ‘‘ take heed ’’ is surprised by the enemy 
and routed, The sailor who does not ‘‘take heed ’’ is 
lashed by the storm or gored by the rock. ‘‘ For want of a 
nail a shoe is lost, for want of a shoe a horse is lost, for 
want of ahorse a rider is lost,’’ says an old proverb. There 
have been plenty of souls lost by not taking heed. 

Lf this counsel or this work be of men, it will be over- 
thrown (v. 38). That was a sublime faith, and we have 
to fall back on it again and again in life, or we should 
lose our minds in apprehension ; for there are a thousand 
ideas and innovations whose nature and value no man is 
wise enough to judge in their embryonic stage. Many a 
time, in a garden, I have had to let a plant stand for a 
few days to see whether it was weed or flower. The new 
theories which are sprung upon the modern world are often 
so captivating that even philosophers and scientists stand 
bewildered as to their true value. Sometimes we have to 
let them develop, and stand by in the sublime assurance 
that, sooner or later, all things which are evil will be struck 
down by the seeds of death in themselves, while those which 
are good will survive by their inherent value. But it won’t 
do to settle back into the comfortable assurance that this is 
our privilege always. If you wait until consumption de- 
velops, you are a dead man. If we wait for anarchy to 
develop, the state has fallen to ruin. If we wait for our 
vices to develop, our souls are lost. Some snakes must be 
scotched before we know whether they are vipers or not. 
God has thrown upon us two solemn responsibilities, — 
judgment and action. 

CINCINNAT” OHIO, 
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They do not fear the face of men who have seen the face 
of the Master. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F Schauffler, D.D. 


S THERE is much intervening narrative. have some 
A teacher tell how the apostles were given miraculous 
power for the healing of the sick (Acts § : 12-16), 
Then ask some other teacher to tell of the attitude of the 
authorities in arresting the apostles (apparently all of them) 
and putting them in prison. Also of their deliverance, and 
subsequent conduct in preaching in the temple, as if noth- 
ing had happened (Acts § : 17-26). Now have sill another 
teacher tell of the second arrest, and what happened then, 
as told in verses 26-32. This brings you to the lesson, 

How did the council feel when they heard Peter? What 
did they want to do to the apostles? Who among that 
council defended Peter and the apostles? Did the council 
agree to what Gamaliel said? In spite « this, what did 
they do to the apostles? What commana did they give ta 
these men? When the apostles left the presence of the 
council, how did they feel? Did they stop teaching in the 
temple? Where else did they teach? 

Now put on the board the words, Men Said. Wh: 
was it that men said to the apostles about their preaching ? 
Stop. Put that word down. But God said something 
very different. What was God’s command? Go On. Pu: 
that down. Under these circumstances, what was the dutv 
of the apostles? To obey God. Put down the words 
Obey God. But this has a most important lesson for us. 
At times the commands of men to us contradict the com- 
mands of God. When this is the case, what must we do? 
Obey God, regardless of the consequences. Now let some 
one lead in prayer, asking that we may follow the example 
of the apostles in this matter. 





MEN GOD 


SAID 
STOP GO ON 
OBEY GOD 











New York Clty. 
% 


Truth is often born as heresy. 
tap 
Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘' Bible Songs '') 
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GRADED HELPS, 


‘* How sweet the name of Jesus Psalm 27 : 1-6. 

sounds."’ (37: 1-5. 55: 1-4.) 
‘Jesus, thy name I love."’ Psalm 143 : 7-12. 
‘Jesus ! name of wondrous love."’ (212: 9-13. 307: 1-3.) 
‘* My faith looks up to thee."’ Psalm 62 : 5-8, 11, 12. 
‘A charge to keep I have."’ (81: 2-6. 123: I-4.) 
‘* Praise, my soul, the King of Psalm 142 : 1-7. 

heaven."’ (209: 1-6. 303: 1-4.) 
'* Lead us, heavenly Father,lead us.'' Psalm 146: 5-10. 
‘*Oh for a closer walk with God."’ (217: 3-7. 316: 3-7.) 
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International Beginners’ Course 
Teaching Hints by George H. Archibald 


This lesson, which is No. 5 in the series as it is conducted 
for those who use The Sunday School Times, is No. 22 in the 
one year's course of lessons as originally planned by the Les- 
son Committee. The course was begun in these columns Jan- 
uary 4, 1902. ‘The entire list of lesson topics and selections will 
be mailed, for a 2-cent stamp, upon application to the Editor. 


For Sunday, February 16 


Lesson 22: Jesus Healing a Boy (John 4 : 46-54). 
Theme for Lessons 22 to 25: Jesus our Helper. 


Golden Text for Lessons 22 to 25: Who went about 
doing good.—Acts 10 : 38. 


Result Sought : 
Consciousness that Jesus is our helpc . 
1. PREPARATION FOR LESSON STORY. 


(1.) Physical preparation. For a class of very little 
people in the Sunday-school the kindergarten table will, for 
the most part, be found a hindrance rather than a help. 
If the children are seated in a circle it will be much easier 
to allow them to have the necessary physical exercises, 
which should almost always precede a lesson story. The 
introduction of physical exercise in the Sunday-school kin- 
dergarten may be questionable, but there is physical exer 
cise and physical exercise, just as there are different kinds 
of play. One of the first things that the teacher of very 





little people must learn, however, is that physical exercise 
is necessary, and if it is not given before the lesson com- 
mences, it will doubtless be indulged in before the lesson 
is over. Here is a suggested exercise. 

Before I tell you our story to-day, I want you to pretend 
that some one in your house is sick, and that you are go- 
ing for the doctor. We will have to stand on our tip-toes, 
and reach up high to get our hats. If we cannot reach 
them with the right hand, we will try the left. We must 
stretch up as high as we can so as to save mother the 
trouble of coming downstairs to get them for us. Let us 
try again and again. Now we have them. Now we must 
reach for our coats. Try again. Now we have them. 
Now we will put them on all by ourselves. Now we are 
ready to run for the doctor. Now let us raise our knees as 
if we were running. Now we will run back home and tell 
mother that the doctor has promised to come. Now we 
will turn our heads this way and that to see if he is com- 
ing. Now we will do it again and again, etc. 

An exercise of this kind will not only give the children 
necessary physical exercise, but will also bring them into 
sympathy with the thought of the Lesson Story. 

(2.) Mental preparation. Did you ever have any one 





sick in your house? Who went for the doctor? How 
sick were they? Did they get better ? 
2. THE LEsson Story. 

Put five strokes thus upon the blackboard. Tell 
the children that each stroke stands for a word of our 
Golden Text, —— who went —— about doing 
—— good. Who was it went about doing good? Who 


was Jesus? Here briefly review a few of the events of the 
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babyhood and boyhood of Jesus. He had grown to be a 
man. How did he do good? There were many sick 
people in the place where Jesus lived, and he made them 


well. Wouldn’t you like me to tell you a story about how 
he cured a little boy? Bring out in order the following 
points : 


(1.) The father, a nobleman and a soldier man, who 
loved his boy. (2.) The serious sickness ; he was dying. 
(3.) Probably many doctors had tried to cure him. (4.) 
The surprise and gladness of the nobleman when he heard 
about Jesus. Perhaps crowds made it hard to get near, 
but he overcame all difficulties. Relate the probable con- 
versation. (5.) When Jesus heard what he had to say, he 
was sorry for the father and sorry for the boy, because he 
always felt pity for those who were in trouble, especially 
for children. (6.) The return home, the cure, and the 
conversation between the nobleman and his servants. How 
happy every one was when the boy got well, but I am sure 
no one was happier than the father. 


3. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 

The six-year-old learns more through his emotions than 
through his intellect. These four lessons, Nos. 22 to 25, 
should do much to help the child love Jesus, because they 
will appeal to the emotional side of his nature. Lesson 24 
is particularly well named, ‘‘ Jesus’ Pity for a Boy.’’ The 
young child cannot understand what faith, such as the 
nobleman had, is. It will be better, therefore, to put the 
emphasis, not upon the explanation of what faith is or 
does, but rather upon the facts that, (1) Jesus went about 
doing good ; (2) that he pitied the sick and helpless, and 
was always ready to help them; (3) that he particularly 
loved to help the children. Nothing could be better suited 
to inspire the love of the child for the Saviour than such 
image-forming material as is in these lessons. Some day 
the child will make a deduction something like this : Jesus 
helped the nobleman’s son; Jesus helped the sick girl, 
Jairus’s daughter ; Jesus helps everybody ; Jesus will help 
me. Do not make the deduction for him. ‘Trust the child 
to make it for himself. It is better he should learn it for 
himself through the story, rather than be told it as a fact. 
Remember that telling is not teaching. 


Blackboard 



































Draw a house, or pin a picture of one to the board. 
Sketch the hills intervening between the house and the 
place where the nobleman found Jesus. As the anxious 
father went off to find the great Physician, trace his journey 
on the board. Picture in words, and represent in strokes, 
the probable crowd, the meeting of the Saviour and the 
nobleman, and the return home of the latter. Represent 
the servants coming to meet him with the good news that 
his son is cured, and then the return of all to the house. 

Picture 


[A leaflet will be sent by the Editor, for a two-cent stamp, telling 
where such pictures as these may be obtained.] 


Healing the Sick, by Hofmann. 
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The following three lesson articles—Primary, Intermediate, 
and Senior-—are on the general International Lesson (see p. 66), 


For the Primary Teacher 
By George H. Archibald 


I. Topic for the Quarter: Messengers of Cheer. 
Il. Lesson Topic: Obedience. 
Ill. Result Sought : 

Determination to be an obedient messenger of cheer. 
IV. Starting-Points : 

[Note.—Starting-point No. 1 is used in the development of this 


lesson. The others are merely suggestive, and may be used by the 
teacher, if preferred. | 


1. Why are people put in prison ? 
2. Review of last lesson. 
3. Do you ever hear a little voice speaking inside ? 


V. Steps in the Teaching Process. 


1. PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON STORY. 


Why are people put in prison? 
prison when they do not deserve it ? 
John put in prison ? 


Are they ever put in 
Why were Peter and 


2. THE Lesson STorRY. 


The rulers warned Peter and John, and told them not to 
teach the people about Jesus as they had been doing. But 
Peter and John knew that it was right for them to do so, 
so they would not obey the rulers. The wicked rulers 
were so angry at this that they sent the soldiers to arrest 


Peter and John. ‘The soldiers put them in prison again, 
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and locked the doors. The next morning the rulers sent 
the soldiers to bring them out of the prison, but something 
very strange had occurred. They found that Peter and 
John had escaped from prison during the night, although 
the doors were locked just the same as they had been the 
night before. When the soldiers searched for Peter and 
John they found them standing in the temple, again teach- 
ing the people about Jesus. Peter and John did not try to 
run away, so they were again taken prisoners, and once 
more brought before the rulers. ‘* Why do you disobey 
us?’’ the rulers asked Peter and John. Then they an- 
swered, ‘‘ We must obey God rather than man. We will 
not obey you, but we will obey God.’’ Then the rulers 
beat them, and threatened them again, and let them go. 
But Peter and John and all the other messengers of cheer 
went on teaching the people, helping the poor, cheering 
the sick, and doing just what they thought Jesus would 
have them to do, just the same as ever. 

What is our Golden Text ? 

At this point review the story of Pierre as told in 
Lesson 5. 

I knew a little girl who said ‘‘ No’’ when it was hard. 
She wanted something very much, but she was real brave. 
I am not sure but that it was harder for her than it was for 
Pierre to do right. Her name was Susie. One day she 
was going off to play with her cousin Nellie. As she 
passed through the dining-room, she saw a dish of peaches 
upon the table. Her mother had told her that-she must 
not take any of them. She was usually an obedient girl, 
but the peaches looked very tempting, and she thought she 
was hungry. She made the mistake of going to the table 
and looking at them, and almost before she knew what she 
was doing, she had taken up one of the peaches and put it 
into her pocket. As she started to go, she thought again 
of what her mother had said, and, though she wanted the 
peach very much, she put it back upon the dish. It was 
hard for her to say ‘* No,’’ but she said it. She had not 
seen her mother looking in at the window, and did not 
know how pleased she was until she put her arm about 
her, and said, ‘* My little girl, I am so glad you did say 
‘No’ to the temptation.’’ I believe God was pleased also. 


3. TRANSITION. 
Why were Peter and John put into prison? Who put 


them there? When the soldiers came to the prison in the 
morning, what did they find? Where were Peter and 


John? What did the soldiers do when they found them ? 
What did the rulers do? Why didn’t Peter and John obey 
them ? 


What did Pierre say when the tramps told him to 
get the apples? What kind of men were Peter and John? 
Whom did they obey, the rulers or God ? What kind of a 
boy was Pierre? Whom did he obey, the tramps or God ? 
4. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 

I know a boy whose mother told him not to go to the 
river. But some of the boys were going, and they said, 


‘*Oh, never mind; come along with us.’’ What do you 
think he did? What would you have done ? 


Vi. Summary of Lesson Steps 


The Truth 


Emphasized. | Obedience. 








Questions on the Lesson 
Story which draw from the 
children the Central Truth 


Transition. 








The Lesson | t. 
Story. 2. 


The Second Persecution. 
The Story of Susie. 


| Why are people put in prison ? 


VII. Blackboard Illustrations 





Preparation 
for Lesson 
Story. 





JESUS’ 


TRUSTY PETER 
LOVING JOHN 
UNSELFISH PIERRE 
HELPFUL RALPH 
BRAVE SUSIE 
TRUTHFUL 

OBEDIENT 


MESSENGERS OF CHEER 
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Time is the best test of truth. 
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For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


ESCRIBE the advance which had been made by the 
church up to this time,—perhaps two years or more 
since the day of Pentecost. The disciples had be- 

come a recognized sect. The gospel they preached was 
now known by a distinct name (v. 20). They had filled 
Jerusalem with their teaching (v. 28). The spirit and 
usages of the church developed through influences both 


within and without, as they do now. It is still changing, 
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as then, through the working of the Holy Spirit. In this 
lesson we trace these influences through : 
1. The Organized Foes of the Church. Rival 


institutions which wanted support for themselves decried 
this new sect. Its teachings were undermining the Jewish 
Church. Pharisees and Sadducees opposed one another, 
but both were represented in the sanhedrin, and both 
opposed the followers of the Nazarene. The high-priest 
led ‘*the sect of the Sadducees’’ (v. 17), which once be- 
fore had put the apostles in prison (Acts 4 : 3), and failed. 
Now they tried the same thing again. 

2. The Protector of the Church. If the apostles 
had not had a friend mightier than their foes, they would 
soon have been destroyed. How is it that the church has 
withstood the Jewish nation and the Roman empire till 
these have passed away, while it is spreading through the 
whole world? Verse 19 gives the answer, and verse 20 
gives the reason. We too have had committed to us the 
gospel of salvation, and, if we obey the same message, 
nothing can conquer us. 

3- The Apologist for the Church. 
were on the side of the apostles (v. 26). 
were made more bitter because of that. Explain why 
Gamaliel did not stir them to madness. He was a Phari- 
see. The leaders of both sects maintained their social 
positions through their official relations. Neither was seek- 
ing for the truth. If they had been, they would not have 
been willing to wait for other men to find it. The apostles 
weré witnesses to alleged facts concerning the resurrection 
of Jesus and the coming of the kingdom of God, It was 
the business of the sanhedrin, composed of representatives 
of the Jewish Church, to investigate the apostles’ testimony. 
But Gamaliel advised his colleagues that time would tell 
whether the apostles were right or wrong, and that mean- 
while the Jews could go on as before. His advice led to a 
compromise. The authorities did not kill the disciples, 
but only beat them. The apologist who is indifferent to 
the truth never inspires men to do good, but he does some- 
times change their evil purposes. 

4. The Work of the Church. The disciples had 
received from their Master a commission, the same one 
that he has given to us (Matt. 28: 19, 20; Acts 1: 8). 
See, for our example, how they undertook to obey it. 

(1.) By advertising their business. They wrought signs 
and wonders. The praising of God in many tongues at 
Pentecost, the healing of the lame man, the selling of 
land for the good of all, the tragic deaths of Ananias and 
Sapphira, were illustrations. These things set everybody 
talking about the new church. These ways of attracting 
attention were sensational, but God approved them. ‘The 
disciples gave public evidence of their fellowship. They, 
held meetings in Solomon’s porch, where the people were 
wont to congregate. Their harmony and earnestness drew 
many into their company. 

(2.) By teaching the truth. They proclaimed the resur- 
rection of Jesus, the remission of sins through his name to 
those who repented, and the gift of the Holy Spirit to those 
who believed. The sanhedrin claimed to teach the truth 
also. Jesus had told his disciples to obey the sanhedrin 
(Matt. 23: 3). But Peter said to that body, ‘‘ We have 
a higher command than yours’’ (Acts 4: 18-20; §: 29). 
Explain how a command of Jesus must be interpreted by 
the disciple according to the circumstances in which he is 
placed and the light given to him by the Holy Spirit. 

(3.) By doing good. The evidence of the truth taught 
by the church is the compassion of Christ’s disciples for all 
who are in need. They will defend the oppressed, feed 
the hungry, heal the sick everywhere, and deliver men 
from all evils by bringing them into fellowship with God. 

(4.) By suffering for truth’s sake. The disciples wel- 
comed the beating they received as though it were a gift 
(v. 41). Only the indwelling Holy Spirit can keep men 
calm under such conditions, and inspire them constantly to 
teach and to preach Jesus as the Christ (v. 42). 


The people 
The Sadducees 


Suggestive Questions 


1. The Apostles Tried before the Jewish Court. 
What was the charge against the apostles? (v. 28.) Had 
Jesus told them to obey these rulers? (Matt. 23: 2, 3.) 
Why did they not do so? (v. 29.) What did Peter mean 
by his refusal? (v. 32.) What feeling did his refusal 
arouse in his judges? (v. 33.) Who was Gamaliel ? (v. 
34.) What did he advise? Why did he counsel the Jews 
to let the disciples alone? (vs. 38, 39.) Was this good 
advice? What would have been wise counsel ? 

2. The Apostles Doing the Work of the Church, 
By what means did they gain the attention of the people? 
Were these methods of advertising their services appro- 
priate? What did they preach? (vs. 30-32.) What did 
they do for the people? (vs. 15, 16.) How did they en- 
dure persecution ? (v. 41.) What their chief busi- 
ness ? (v. 42.) 


Boston. 


was 


a 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 5 : 17-42). 


[For each member of the Bible class.] 


The writer of these opening chapters of the Book of Acts 
had a keen sense of dramatic contrasts. By a process 
which was either a skilful elimination of the commonplace 
or an equally skilful selection of the salient facts, he gives 
us a story of the early church of Jerusalem which is unsur 
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passed for effectiveness. Luke, of course, 
iid not attempt to write a detailed history 
of this period, but only to show how, in God’s 
providence, the church gained a standing, in- 
creased in numbers and importance, was 
forced to declare independence of the rulers, 
and finally to precipitate a conflict which ex- 
tended the church abroad and laid hold of 
Saul of Tarsus. In our desire to gain the 
tthical and spiritual message, we must not 
overiook the literary arrangement of this sec- 
tion. In our last study the outstanding idea 
seémed to be the devoted character of the 
infant church, despite the inclusion of some 
such as Ananias and his wife, and the notable 
accessions to its strength, 

In sudden contrast again comes the narra- 
live of the second attempt of the Sadducean 
party to stop the mouths of the apostles. 
Enraged at their growing success, the tem- 
ple authorities lay hold of the apostles and 
put them in prison. Delivered from this 
prison, they at once resume their task of 
public preaching in the very temple itself, 
Discovering their escape, and at the same 
moment their bold continuance of their work 
in the temple, the sanhedrists are deeply 
perplexed, and cannot see how to deal with 
tucm. The disciples are accused of dis- 
pbedience to them, the lawful authorities, and 
of disloyalty—two charges not merely serious, 
but, to a Palestinian Jew, overwhelming. 
We can hardly realize the remarkable nature 
of Peter’s courage when he is able to calmly 
seply that it was incumbent upon them as 


had acted in enmity to God (5 : 29-32). 
No wonder the rulers were fiercely angry 
at the apostles. II would it have fared with 


them had not Gamaliel preserved his pres- | 


ence of mind, and advised that they be let 
alone until the true character of their motives 
and deeds was manifest. If impostors, they 
would soon stand revealed as such; if really 
commissioned by God, as they claimed, they 
would come out victorious. In this view the 
council acquiesced, and let the apostles go, 
after beating them. 


iI. 


REFERENCE LITERATURE, 





"Note by the Editor.—None of the books 
named are necessary in following these studies. 
The references to them are collated only for those 
who wish to use them. Yet Professor Sanders 
has prepared, especially for these lessons, the 
most careful and exhaustive list of books on the 
study of the Acts ever presented with a course of 
this sort. The Sunday School ‘Times issues it in 
the form of an attractive sixteen-page leaflet, con- 
taining also practical suggestions on the conduct 
of a Senior Bible Class. It will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp, to pay postage, by the Publish- 
ers, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





The commentaries of Hackett and of Ab- 
bott have interesting notes on this passage. 
Stokes’s comments in the Expositor’s Bible 
are very helpful. He makes particularly 
clear the excellence and the weakness of the 
position of Gamaliel. As usual, Stifler’s re- 
marks (49-54) are incisive and full of sugges- 
lion, 


IIl. QUESTIONS FOR STUDY AND Discuss- 
ION, 


l'o be allotted in advance, by the leader, for care- 


ful consideration, to members of the class. The ref- 


erences in the brackets are to other lesson helps in 
| 


this issue of The Sunday School Times.] 


1. Zhe Second Arrest. (1.) Why should 
the high priest become so aroused by the 
work of the apostles? [McLaren: {| 1. Dun- 
ning: I.] (2.) Did they go beyond official 
propriety when they imprisoned the apos- 
tles? .(3.) Who, according to the narrative, 
was placed in prison ? 

2. The Deliverance. (4.) Why were the 
apostles miraculously set free? (5.) What 
was really meant by the *‘ words of this 
life ’’ ? 

3. Before the Sanhedrin. (6.) What does 
verse 28 imply regarding the progress made 
by the infant church? (7.) In what way did 
Peter meet their reproachful claim that he 
and his colleagues were disobedient and dis- 
turbing? [Mc.aren: 9 2, 3. 

4. Gamaliel’s Advice, (8.) Was Gamaliel 
really shrewd, or shortsighted ? [Howie : 
last 4]. McLaren: {% 4, 6, 8. Vv. 34. 
Dunning: 3.] (9.) Was the action adopted 
by the council fully within its rights ? 

5. The Result, (10.) What was the effect, 
upon the apostles, of this experience ? [War- 
ren: I, 2,3. McLaren: last J.] 


IV. 


Goss : 


SoME LEADING THOUGHTS. 


|For general discussion under the direction of the | 


leader. | 
Who but a Christian would think of being 
counted ‘‘ worthy to suffer that which is 


| shameful for he aame”’ of Jesus ! 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


To him 
the cross is a symbol of triumph. 

That which is surely ‘‘of God’’ is per- 
manent, 

The manifestation of the Holy Spirit in the 
life of a man is the best evidence of the real- 
ity of divine things. 

YALE UNIVERSITY. 


% 


Consistency is a jewel on account of its rarity. 
‘ne 
BUSINESS 


DEPARTMENT 


Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cans 


| on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 


used within a year, or for aspace of not less than 
one inch each issue fora year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do nes 
conflict with the Publishers idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
than three inches space. An advertiser contract- 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selectea 
position without extra cost, except when the ad- 
vertiser contracts for a position on the last page. 
For all advertising consitioned on an appearance 
upon the last page, an advance of 20 per cent in 
addition to the regular rate will be charged. 


} | Ker inside-page positions, on orders of less than 
witnesses to testify that the Jewish rulers 


$1,000, an advance of 20 per cent in addition to 
the regular rate will be charged. All adver- 
tisements are subject to approval as to character, 
wording, and display. Advertisers are free 
to examine the subscription list at any time. 
For Terms of Subscription, see page 75. 








A minister’s wife in Buffalo 

writes: 

“Our church was encumbered 
with a mortgage. THE 
LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL and 
THE SATURDAY EVENING 
PosT seemed to offer a chance 
to accomplish something for 
the work, and I took the mat- 
ter to the Ladies’ Aid Society. 
I proposed that each member 
should enter her subscription 
and try to secure other names. 
My plan was received enthu- 
siastically. In addition to our 
own members we obtained 
subscriptions from many not 
connected with the church. 
Everywhere we went we 
talked JouRNAL and church 
mortgage. Soon we had sub- 
scriptions enough to reduce 
the mortgage considerably, 
and with very little work.’’ 


What this one woman did 
thousands can do for their 
church, or for themselves, 
Write to 

The Curtis 
Publishing Company 
Philadelphia 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 








The Boys’ 
World 


A NEW ILLUSTRATED 
4468 WEEKLY PAPER G66 


day of the week. Stands 
oy life. It is intended to 














For all boys, and for ty 
for all that is noblest in 

assist and to uplift boys in their own sphere; to make 
each day worth living, and each deed its best; to in- 
crease faith and courage, and to spread a charm con 
tinually about the way. Conducted by a corps of 
ablest Christian writers, and workers with boys. 
Treats of everything of interest to boys home, 
school, shop, playground, Sunday-school, Church, ete. 
News of successful boys, and brave deeds done by 
boys. Interesting stories and incidents. science 
mechanics, inventions, games, recreation, care of 
health, earning and saving money, making things 
Round Table, Question Drawer, ete. Fight large, four- 


column es, full of delightful and wholesome read 
ing for ys. Printed in colors. First number now 
read 


Price 40 cents per year. A boys’ weekly at less than 
one half the price asked by others for boys’ monthlies. 
Special rates to Sunday-schools. Just the thing to hold 
boys in attendance. Specimen copiesfree. Address, 





VOL. 44, NO. 5 


EASTER MUSIC 


HE LIVING KING—A new Sunday-schoo! Easter 
service, brighter, stronger, and more beautiful 
than any of our former ones, by Adam Geibel and 
R. Frank Lehman, 5 cents per copy (or with two 
former issues for 10 cents); $4.00 per 100, not prepaid, 
or $4.25 per 100, prepaid. ‘len beautiful Easter carols 
and choruses are found in Uplifted Voices, a new 
kind of a Sunday-school hymn-book, together with 
hymns for Christmas, Children’s Day, and every day. 
A wonderful book, phenomenal sales, unusual en- 
dorsements. 30 cents per copy, prepaid (money re- 
funded if book is returned in one week) ; $25.00 per 
too. Write for special plan, whereby you can procure 
these books without touching your treasury. 


: 1022 Arch Street, 
Geibel & Lehman  phifadeiphia Pa 


—" FOR 2cBEe> 


Easter, 1902 


Our splendid new exercise, ‘‘ Glorious 
Morn,’’ by Burton H. Winslow, wins the high- 
est approval of every superintendent and pas- 
tor. The music is harmonious and singable, 
and the recitations forceful and impressive. 

$4.00 a 100. Send 10 cents for three differ- 
ent Easter exercises. 


W. A. Wilde Co. 









BOSTON 
CHICAGO 








DAVID C. COOK PVBLISHING aad 














36 Washington Street, Chicago. 
7 
\NELSON’S NEW PLAN 
| of putting Bible Teachers’ ‘‘ Helps’’ in alphabetical 
| order is the greatest advance in 
Teachers’ i 
originated. 


NELSON’S 
TEACHERS’ 
BIBLE 


Popular Series, contains The Con- 
cise Bible Dictionary, with Com- 
bined Concordance and Indexed 
Price from $1.15 upwards. 


Bibles since they were 





Bible Atlas. 
** Nelson's 1901 Teachers’ Bible leaps into the lead." 
Christian Nation, 
For sale by all booksellers, or send for catalogue to 


Thos. Nelson & Sons, Pubs., 37-41 E. 18th St., New York 








Self-Pronouncing COMMENTARY 


on International 8. 8. Lessons for 1902, by 
Rev. P. E. Thomas... Contains all the 
lessons in self-pronouncing form, with 
right to the point HELP on each verse, 
also Official Prayer Meeting Topics ot 
Young People’s Societies for 1902, with 
Morro, Pizpes and BrNnepIcTion. 
Pocket size, 128 pgs. Red Morocco 2e, 
Interleaved Edition for Notes 40c ; post- 
aid. Stamps taken. Agente wanted, 
EORGE W. NOBLE, 275 Madison St. Chi-ago, 


B'IBLE EDUCATION BY MAIL. | Diploma and 
degree course, $1 per month. Catalogue free. 
Prof. C. J. Burton, Christian University, Canton, Mo. 


| 16, 17%, 18, 








4, 6, 3, 9, Il, 


53, 57, 6), 61, 67, 569, 82, 85. 
Tr, these nun bers. Special Sunday- 
Sc eal sone, inserted’ ta the , af 
S'\JINDAY-S'-HOOL EDITION OP 
NEW SONGS OF THE GOSPEL 


Send 10 cents in stamps for sample. 
$8.00 per hundred. 


HALL-MACK CO., PUBLISHERS 





22,23, 2F 27, 28, 22, 33, 37, 46, 47, 50, 51, 


1020 Arch St., Phila. 156 Fifth Ave., New York 





Easter Services 
“Hail! Our Risen Lord!” 
“Jesus is King” 


5 cents each ; 35 cents per dozen; $4.25 per 100, pre- 
paid ; $4.00 per 100, not prepaid 


SEND 10 CENTS! stamps 


for full sample packet containing three services, one 
each of the above, also, among other things, our illu- 
minated title-page, and our 80 page catalogue giving 
illustrations and full descriptions of Easter cards, 


booklets, bookmarks, etc. 249 Dock S 
4 ock Street, 
MacCalla & Co., Inc. phiradeiphia 


Why Shouldn’t You ? 


Many of the largest Sunday-schools of the land are 
now planning to use one of the following beautiful 


. The Resurrection 
Eastet Life’s Morning 
Services 


Nature’s Hallelujah 


Samples of these will be mailed you for ten cents. 
If you need an anthem or beautiful solo for Easter, 
inquire about them when you write for samples 


108 Washington St. 
Chicago. 


Two new services by J. Lincoln Hall, Irvin H. 
Mack, C. Austin Miles, and others. Brighter and 
better than ever. Pleasing music. Fine words. 
Quickly learned. 


He Liveth 
The Angel of Easter 


Send 10 cents in stamps for the above two and one 


other popular service. 
Hall-Mack Co., Pubs., {SéHiith Ave. NY. 


12 Easter Services 


The Risen King—The Everlasting Covenant— 





150 sth Ave. 
New York. 


Samples of the 
two 7 cents in 
stamps. 








Hidden Power — Easter Harmonies — Resurrection 





for Boys 


A BOOK FOR ALL WORKERS WITH BOYS 


The Gospel 


]| Tide — Emblems of Easter — Life from the Dead — 
Voices of the Resurrection—Redeemer Triumphant 
—Lovely Easter—When Christ Arose—Resurrection 
Glory. One copy of each will be mailed for 25 cents; 
usual price, 5 cents each, or 52 cents per doz., mailed. 


JOHN J. HOOD, 1024 Arch St., Philadelphia 


6,500,000 


Of our Sunday-school Song Books have been sold. 








The boy problem in the Sunday-school. What 
it means and how to meet it. Some atartling 
facts and figures. Book SENT FREE to 
Sunday-school Superintendents. 


BUT OUR NEW BOOK 


GEMS OF SONG 





Why are there two or three giris to one boy in the 
Sunday-school between the ages of 12 and 16, and why 
do boys who come care little for the school! 

Deals with the difficulty from the boy’s standpoint 
Treats of needs the school does not supply. Explains 
how we misunderstand boys and they misunderstand 
us. Tells of tongues that interpret truth into language 
wherein boys are born, and makes it helpful and en- 
joyable to them. A neglected field of Christian work 
at our door requiring special equipment and training, 
with suggestions as to this. A practical consideration 
of the questions involved, by Davip C. Cook, together 
with statistics and letters of advice from prominent 
Sunday-school workers Price, in flexibie cloth bind- 
ing. 20 cents. All teachers of boys should have it. A 
copy will be sent free, postpaid, to any Sunday-school 
superintendent who writes stating that he is such. 


FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
is pronounced by all who have examined it to be the 
best we have ever published. 
288 pages, full cloth cover, $25 per 100. 


A RETURNABLE COPY SENT ON APPLICATION 


The Biglow & Main Ce., New York and Chicago 


THE WONDERFUL ZOBO_ 


The most extraordinary musical instrument ever 
produced. You can play it without learning. 





ADDRESS 





DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
36 Washington Street, Chicago. 





Entertains Everybody Everywhere 


For Home,Church, Sunday-School, Lodge Sociables. 

















When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





A grand companion volume to the S. S. lessons for the first 6 months of > 
1902 ook of permanent value. Revised editionin red cloth, $1.25, PEI OUBE : I Ss 
postpaid. Just published by A. J. Holman & Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


America’s Winter Resorts 


Sent to any addres 


Price, 25c. postpaid, or have your dealer order for 
you. Send to-day for our free illustrated catalogue. 
Strauss Mfg. Co., 142 W. 14th St., Dept. 21, New York 


*xACTS 


s, postpaid, for a postage stamp, by George I. 








SUGGESTIVE 
ILLUSTRATIONS 


Daniels, G. P. A., Grand Central Station, New York. 


FEBRUARY I, 1902 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS 
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Thought on Great Themes 


R. GEORGE A. GORDON finds a Mew 
Epoch for Faith (Boston: Houghton, 
Mifflin, & Co. $1.50) in the nineteenth 

century, and is occupied with the twentieth 
only as that is prophetic of still better things 
to come. His book is a careful and thought- 
ful appreciation of that century on the side 
of spiritual development. It is topical, and 
not chronological, in its arrangement, and 
aims at passing in review the ideas and forces 
which shaped spiritual thought and charac- 
ter. Scarcely any of the notable figures in 
the world of thought but passes before him, 
and in most cases they are estimated with 
sympathy and insight. An exception is 
found in Newman and the men of the Oxford 
Movement. Dr. Gordon might have learned 
from his favorite theologians, Maurice and 
Bushnell, to set a higher value on what has 
so deeply influenced all the Protestant 
churches. What he especially values in the 
century’s achievement is its discovery of 
Man, and the consequent humanizing of the- 
ology and democratizing of politics. 

Henry Churchill King proposes the Xe- 
construction of Theology (New York: The 
Macmillan Company. $1.50) in relation to 
the philosophy, science, and criticism of our 
age. He is not a radical in any respect, 
except as that implies a willingness to go 
down to the roots pf things. He is no will- 
ing destroyer of established beliefs, and does 
not mean to go any farther than he thinks 
the evidence compels him. He stands by 
the supernatural character of the Christian 
revelation, and especially the uniqueness of 
Jesus Christ and the truth of his miracles, 
beginning with the chief miracle of his own 
personality. But he thinks he sees gains 
which more than compensate any loss in the 
evolutionary conception of the world of na- 
ture, and in the critical reconstruction of our 
conceptions of the Old Testament. He seems 
to accept the results of the latter without due 
regard to the criticisms of Robertson, Dill- 
mann, Klostermann, Kittel, Hommel, and 
Sayce. 
hearing which the disciples of Wellhausen 
in this country do not accord him. 

William L. Poteat, in discussing the rela- 
tions of Laboratory and Pulpit (Philadel- 
phia: The Griffith and Rowland Press. 50 
cents), manages to traverse a great deal 
more ground than belongs properly to the 
biologist. He insists on the evolutionary 
hypothesis as if it were an established fact of 
science, and seems to claim that theology 
and philosophy shall be read in the light of 
it. He appears to have no notion of the in- 
adequacy of science to form an adequate ac- 
count of the universe on any except Its physi- 
cal side, and the liability of the devotee of 
science to ignore facts which are not in his 
line of investigation. He himself evidently 
combines with his ‘scientific convictions a 
very real faith in the Christian verities, but 
finds the expositors of these in the poets, and 
not theologians. 

E. H. Johnson hopes that his Religious 
Use of the Imagination (New York: Silver, 
Burdett, & Co. $1) will not be thought too 
audacious. It is true that that great faculty 
lies under a suspicion, which is the last lin- 
gering influence of the Lockian philosophy, 
and which neither Bushnell, nor Macdonald, 
nor Froschammer, nor Tyndall, has managed 
to eradicate. The understanding reaches to 
a very small part of the actuality of life, but 
for centuries past it has been assuming an 
exclusive right to pronounce upon it all. It 
has proscribed, not only imagination, but 
feeling, intuition, sympathy, and every other 
power by which man reaches out to the un- 
known. 
this usurped empire, and is justifying many 
conclusions about the unseen realities to 
which the rational faculty refuses even a 
hearing. Dr. Bushnell opened up this great 
theme by his immortal sermon, ‘* The Gos- 
pel a Gift to the Imagination.’’ Professor 
Johnson’s book does not easily admit of 
analysis or summary, but it is suggestive, 
and deserves the attention of those who are 
interested in spiritual psychology. 

Charles F. Dole presents 7he Religion of a 
Gentleman (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell 
& Co. $1) to the young men of his country 
in the fresh and optimistic spirit he has led 
us to expect of him. To write such a book 


The first especially is entitled to a | 


A juster psychology is undermining | 
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| has been one of his dreams, and he has done | 


it very well within the limits of his own belief. 


The young at least want something more | | 
They | | 
ask for certainty and authority, and of these | 


| positive than instincts and examples. 


Mr. Dole has nothing to offer. Within its 
limits the book is admirably done, and may 
be the more useful in some quarters for its 
very deficiencies. 

Frank Granger has already published a 
manual of psychology, and a study of Roman 
| worship, which may be regarded as preparing 
him to say something worth reading about 
The Soul of a Christian (New York: The 
Macmillan Company. $1.50). Unlike sev- 
eral recent American books on the subject, 


he has not based his study of religious expe- | 


rience on any fresh and extensive investiga- 
tions, nor confined it to a single period of 
| life. He has drawn largely on the records 
of such experience, especially those of Au- 
gustine, William Blake, John Bunyan, Saint 
Teresa, and other Mystics. As this very 
selection indicates, he is ready to accept the 
less ordinary facts of inner experience as 
probably more normal than the ordinary. He 
seeks in the soul’s relations with the unseen 
for evidence of present and unlimited contact 
with the divine through what he, after Em- 
erson, calls the Over-soul, and at other times 
identifies with the Holy Spirit. His termi- 
nology is not that of the theologies, and his 
manner of both thought and writing is the 
least conventional possible. But it is not 
possible to regard the book as more than a 
( Continued on page 72) 
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Two exceptional values 


deserving emphatic announcement : 
First—100 pieces fine new printed Ma- 
dras, double fold, 32 inches wide, 25c. a 
yard—white grounds, satin striped, with 
neatest, small colored-figure effects 
shown. For shirt waists, shirt-waist gowns, 
and men’s shirts, they’re without equal, 
style and value. 
Lots of other pretty new Madras, 12\%c., 
15c., up to finest imported, 85c. 
Handsome new mercerized, 
Cottons, 25c. to $1.00. 
Second—lot of splendid All-wool, solid 
Black, Brown, and Navy Skirting Che- 
viottes, with white hair-line stripes, 75c. a 
yard—special dollar goods, 50 inches wide 
—sold most places for $1.25. Elegant qual- 
ity—and for smart Spring dress skirts and 
short walking-skirts, finest goods ever sold 
for the money—samples will prove it con- 
clusively, to your advantage. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 


silk finish, 











SIGNATURE 


GUARANTEES 


-Q LIEBIG 
COMPANY'S 2X7RACT 


OF GEEF. 
BEWARE OF “UST AS GOODS” 
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| Remove that pesky little corn. You've 
been troubled long enough. 
box of A-CORN SALVE. 
From druggists or by mail. 

| Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia 


When answering advertisements 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





Get a 
15 cents. 
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Everything for the Garden 


Is the title of Our New Catalogue for 1902—the most superb and 
instructive horticultural publication of the day—t90 pages—700 
engravings—6 superb colored plates of vegetables and flowers. 


To give this Catalogue the largest possible distribution, we make the follow- 
ing liberal offer: 


Every Empty Envelope 
Counts as Cash. 

i To every one who will state where this advertisement was seen, and who 
incloses 10 Cents (in stamps), we will mail the Catalogue, and also send 
free of charge, our famous 50-Cent ‘‘Henderson’’ Collection of seeds, 
containing one packet each of Sweet Peas, Giant Flowering; Pansies, Mammoth Flowering; Asters, 
Gient Comet; New York Lettuce; Freedom Tomato, and White Plume Celery, in a coupon en- 
vefope, which when emptied and returned will be accepted as a 25-cent cash payment on any 
order of goods selected from Catalogue to the amount of $1.00 and upward. 


PETER HENDERSON & CO., 


35 & 37 Cortlandt Street, New York. 








NO MONEY. 


pleased , we will have i shipped back and pay freight beth "hi i 
Write now for our Free Vehicle Catalog. ARVIN 






Send For Our Free Gatalog. 


Itehows large pictures, full description and prices that are in your favor of first-class vehicles of all kinds. 
Everyth:ng inthe venicle a aad of our attractive lines are Piano and Corning body, stee! ud 
> 
2— =" * 


line that runs on wheels. rubber tires, top buggies, Surreys of every kind and styie, 
Family Carriages, Driving Wagons, Runabouts, Wire and Wood Wheel Gentlemen’s Bike Wagons, 
Aah] 
» 
CRASS 


Phaetons, Phactonets, light and heavy Spring and Delivery Wacons, Milk,and bakery Wagons, buggy 
and Wagon W heels in white and painted, Buggy Tops and Cushions, Snafte and Poles, 

WE HAVE NO AGENTS but sell direct to you at wholesale prices, 

and save you the middieman’s profit. 

We ship any of our vehicies subject to examination without any money with order. We will furnish you a better 

vehicle and save you from @15to $50. After you examine it,if we don’t save you money and if-you are net entirely 

q ‘ou won't be out one single cent. Every vehicle guaranteed 2 years. 











BURPEE'S 





SMITH CO., 58 N. JEPPERSON ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 
arE tHE BEST 


SEEDS THAT CAN BE GROWN 


If you want the choicest vegetables or most beautiful flowers 
you should rad BURPEE’S FARM ANNUAL FOR 1902 ,—so well known as the 
“Leading American Seed Catalogue.” It is mailed FREE to all, Better send your address 
TO-DAY. W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO.. PHILADELPHIA. 

















yet 














. = | 


mention The Sunday School Times. 














Frnold’s Chart of 
Paul’s Fourneyings 


Prepared by C. E. Arnold, A.M. 


HE routes followed and places visited by Paul in his jour- 
neyings are shown on this chart by means of five clear 
outline maps. Each map represents a distinct period in Paul’s 
work, and each is accompanied by full Scripture references. 
The chart, as a whole, may be seen ata glance. It is 
printed upon strong map paper, and folds within stiff cloth 
covers, stamped in gold. When folded within its covers, it 
measures 64% by 34% inches—a convenient pocket size, giv- 
ing in compact form the very informa- 
tion which every student and teacher 
of the Bible needs to have right at 
hand in the study of Paut’s life. 


Price, 20 cents 


For sale by booksellers, 
or mailed, postpaid, by 
the publishers. 


1033 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ww The Sunday School Times Co. 
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SEEDS 


Knolvn and solon 
Wwhereber good crops 





Their Own Roots 


Successful rose growing is 











ible 
with D.& C. Roses because each plant is 
thoroughly rooted before shipment. 


D.&C. Roses 


ar 
will case a prptunen of tne Sewers a - id grolvn. 
mer. annual edition of New Guide to Rose 
Oultare—the leading Rose Catalogue of Amer- Sold every where. 


ica, describing the famous D. & C. Roses, and 
all Other plants worth wing, is now 
Teady and sent FREE on request. 
The DINGEE & CONARD CO. 
est Grove, 


1902 Annual FREE. 


©. M. FERRY & CO. 
roilt, 
Mich. 








When answering advertisements, please 





When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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One word — 


MAaAcBETH — stands| 


for everything good 
in lamp chimneys, 
My name on every one. 


If you'll send your address, I'll send you 
the Index to Lamps and their Chimneys, to 
tell you what number to get for your lamp. 

MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 





We Offer, Subject to 
Prior Sale, 


Choice Oklahoma 
First Mortgages 


on improved farms, worth from 2% to 
5 times the amount loaned thereon 


Netting the investor 
6 per cent interest 


ach of the securities has been per- 
sonally examined by one of our 
ilaried examiners. 


Write for our latest offering, 


Winne G&G Winne 
Winne Building, Wichita, Kan. 
Mention this paper. 


MONEY WANTED 


On approved qua 
Farm Mortgages 


ae “~ 
at 5% to 6% 


If you have money for investment, send 
for our memorandum of 6, 5% andt % five 
and ten-year mortgages. All these turms 


are under ¢ ultivation; values thoroughly | 











established, and all loans are but 40% or 
less of their actual cash value. Annual 
interest and principal payable in gold coin, 
wits New York exchange. We made per- 
sonal inspection before accepting these 
loans, and always maintain active personal 
interest throughout the life of every loan. 
We have been making farm mortgage loans 
since 1853; know all values here; never lost 
a dollar. ‘Let us send list of refe rences— 
perhaps a Derg of yours “4 in it, 
E. J. LANDER & C 
XL: 28 De Mers Ave., Crand Teche, N. 


AFR NTT SNCS GN ERENT RE a 


to 6% Interest Always Paid | 


on our first mortgage real-estate loans, is the 
record of our 23 years of careful placing, and 
this record covers the years of gross watering 
of industrial investments, and the shrinka e of 
boom values in loans on inflated mortgages 5 


vere 
has never been any loss to our customers. Loans 
guaranteed. We now offer a choice selection of first 


10 ges i he 

Oklahor: a W rite to 

THE BUNNELL & ENO INVESTMENT CO. 
Bullitt Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gash for REAL ESTATE 


seccrption and cash it is. Send de- 

6c on rice and get m 

Dee wax enceceatal rs 4 
DER, North Asnestean | bidg.. 





Ww. STRAN- 
P hiladeiphia, Pa. 


AMERICAN 
Fire Insurance Compan 











Nos, 308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 

tereopt masey *S... 

articulars in v4 yey book ; res. 

THE, GENUINE. MENEELY BELLS 
The mest perfect, highest class bells in the you? 


NDAY 
shen eeat ESHER anc SU 
au } ries. 
Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassan St., New 
Meneely & Co., Watervliet, West Troy P. O., 


blackwaxy belt of ‘Texas and in | 
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contribution to the subject, as many things 
on which it such as the ‘* sim- 
plicity ’’ of the’ Mystics, require to be traced 
historically and philosophically to their 
source, which has not been done. 

While H. C. Minton, in proving CAris- 
tianity Supernatural (Philadelphia: The 
Westminster Press. 75 cents), does not give 
us much that is new in principle, he does 
handle the subject in a much better method 
and a finer spirit than we find in the older 
apologists. Especially good is the handling 
of the miracles, which occupies three chap- 
ters, and the novelty of method is seen in the 
final chapter on ‘* Christ the Supreme Evi- 
dence.’’ The book shows wide reading. 

The question which D. W. Faunce an- 
swers— Shall We Believe in a Divine Provi- 
dence ? (New York: Funk & Wagnalls Co. 
$1)—has acquired a new significance since 
Mill and other thinkers revived the hedon- 
istic theory that pleasure is the final good for 
mankind. Mill declared that the pain in the 
world obliges us either to doubt God’s 
beneficence or to disbelieve in his unlimited 
power. Mr. Hardy works out in his novels 
a somewhat similar theory, looking on man- 


touches, 


Power. Dr. Faunce shrinks from no objec- 
put many things in a new light in his argu- 
ment, besides using to the best advantage 
Bushnell and other writers of the best type. 
Francis Peabody’s book on Jesus Christ 
and the Social Question (New York: The 
Macmillan Company. $1.50) is both historic 
and discursive. He reviews the many theo- 
ries of this age as to the world’s social needs, 
| with especial attention to the solution which 
| is offered in the Gospels. His book is thus 
of marked value to those who wish to know 
what has been said and proposed both by the 
revolutionary parties and by their critics. He 
pays an especially high tribute to Maurice 
and the Christian socialists of his group. 
He then exhibits our Lord’s teaching on 
social questions generally, and as to the 
family, wealth, poverty, the industrial order, 
and other topics. His interpretations are 








Lord’s objections to Jewish methods of 


rid of the first. And he is equally unfortu- 
nate in dealing with the eschatological pas- 
sages in the Gospels, which he 
have the authority of Jesus. 
Hugo might have shown him the sociological 
importance of those passages 
the existence of a more 
retributive justice beyond death than is 
found here. But he has light to cast on 
many passages, which expositors and preach- 
ers will welcome. In his conclusion he 
criticises soberly and justly the merits and 
faults of our present industrial system. 

It is not possible to award the same praise 
of sobriety to Dr, W. Calkins’s treatment of 
the same matter in his Parables for Our 
Zimes (New York: Thomas Whittaker. 50 
cents). He has been so strongly impressed 
| with individual and unmistakable instances 
of injustice that he is carried off his balance. 
| But his book is strong and illuminative, as in 
its fresh reading of the parable of the Unjust 


as declaring 
perfect order of 





Steward. 


oaae 


ork and Workers 


na 


The Student Volunteer Mis- 
sionary Convention 








HE program of the Fourth International 
Convention of the Student Volunteer 
Movement for Foreign Missions, which 

will be held in Toronto, Canada, February 
26 to March 2, promises to be very strong. 
The meetings will be held in Massey Music 
Hall, the largest meeting-place in the city. 
Some of the ablest missionary speakers of 
North America and from the mission field 
will address the convention at the five even- 
ing sessions. These addresses will deal 
largely with the obligations of promoting the 
missionary enterprise, and the means which 
are essential to its success, A part of each 
| day will be devoted to the consideration of 
the relation of students to missions, the pro- 
| motion of missionary interest in the colleges, 





y, | the financial problems of missions, the exten- 


kind as the sport of a wilful and unpitying | 


tion to faith in God’s providence, and he has | 


denies to | 
Even Victor | 





| 
| 


tors, 
| and missionary papers and magazines to con- | 
sider the relation of the press to the cause of | 


not always sound, as where he makes our | 


divorce to turn upon the purpose of the hus- | 
band to get a second wife as soon as he was | 


| any apparent reason, 


| 
| 


T Work ana Worken 7 


| properly. 


sion and development of the Student Volun- 
teer Movement, and the responsibility resting 
upon clergymen and laymen, in view of the 
consecration of students to world-wide evan- 
gelization. 

Among the speakers who will address the 
convention are: the Rt. Rev. Dr. M. S. 
Baldwin, Bishop of Huron; the Rt. Rev. 
Dr. A. Sweatman, Bishop of Toronto; Rob- 
ert E. Speer of New York; the Hon. S. B. 
Capen, President of the American Board for 
Foreign Missions; Bishop Charles B. Gallo- 
way of Mississippi; Bishop J. M. Thoburn 
of India; the Rev. Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, 
of McCormick Theological Seminary; Dr. 
and Mrs. F. Howard Taylor, of the China 
Inland Mission; and Professor Gamewell 
and Dr. Ament, who are so well known in 
connection with the siege of Peking. 

Three afternoons of the convention will be 
devoted to section meetings. The first of 
these will be given to simultaneous confer- 
ences on the great mission fields, and will be 
addressed by missionaries. On the second 
afternoon denominational conferences will 
be held. 

The fact that the conference of secretaries 
and officers of boards of missions will be held 
in Toronto just preceding the convention will 
assure the attendance of these, and will thus 
give opportunities for helpful contact be- 
tween the students of the different denomi- 
nations and their missionary leaders. 

One afternoon will be devoted to confer- 
ences to consider different phases of work on 
the mission field. At the same time there 
will be a meeting of professors and instruc- 
and a conference of editors of religious 


missions. John R. Mott, the chairman of 
the Student Volunteer Movement, who has 
visiting Japan, China, and India to 
hold conferences and conduct evangelistic 
meetings for students, 
preside 


been 


at the convention, 


An article by Harlan Page Beach, giving | 


The Story of the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment, will be publiseed in 
School Times in the near future. 


Turned Out True 


Coffee-Drinking Responsible 


‘‘At a dinner party a number of years ago a | 


statement: ‘ Coffee- 
drinking is responsible for more ills than any 


physician made this 
other one thing, but it is impossible for me to 
make my patients believe it.’ 

‘* Neither would I believe him, but continued 
After a 
aware of the fact that I was fre- 
quently lying awake 


to drink my coffee with sweet content. 
time I became 
nearly all night without 
and the morning found 
me tired out and nervous. 


‘‘The insomnia increased, then came a dull 
pain at the base of the brain, and severe pres- 


sure at my heart. My outside work was given 
up, for I could hardly bear the little fatigue of 
the day. 


overwork,’ the doctor said. 


| 
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THE ESQUIMO 


The Esquimo eats blubber. 
The pork, 


These people are constantly 


lumbermen_ eat 


exposed to cold and physical 


strain. Experience has taught 


them that fatty foods give 
warmth and nourishment. 


For those who have cold 
and thin bodies, or are threat- 
ened with consumption or any 
wasting disease, there is no fat 
in so digestible and palatable a 
form as Scott’s Emulsion. 
Physicians prescribe it. 

We'll send you a little to try, if you like. 


SCOTT & BOWN Se 4°09 Pearl street, 


New York, 
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will return in time to | 


The Sunday 


OWHERE else on 

earth can the seeker 

after health and happiness 
find such rich reward. 


CALIFORNIA 


is a winter paradise. 
Best reached via 


“SUNSET 
LIMITED” 


| 

| (Palatial hotel on 
wheels). Leave New 

| York Tuesdays, Thurs- 

days, Saturdays. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC CO. 
R. J. Smith, Agent, 109 South 
Third Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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MARDI GRAS 


One Fare Round Trip—New Orleans, 
Mobile, and Pensacola 


The Southern 
they will 


Railway announces that 
tickets to New 





sell round-trip 


‘ Nervous prostration, brought on by Orleans, Mobile, and Pensacola, at one fare 
I thought of the | round trip, on February 4 to 10, inclusive, 


words of old Dr. Bagley, ‘ Coffee is the poison | good to return until February 15, except, by 


that is responsible,’ etc. 


‘I had heard of Postum Food Coffee, 
determined to try it. 


and 
The first cup was so 
weak and flat that it was not fit to drink. The 
next time it was prepared I looked after it my- 
self to see that the directions were 


The result was a revelation. I found 


| it a delicious beverage. 





‘The cure was not wrought in a day, but 
little by little my nerves became strong, the 
pain ceased, and again I could sleep like a tired 
child. 


‘*l am now completely restored to health by 


| Postum Food Coffee used in place of ordinary 


| coffee, have regained the fresh complexion of 
girlhood, and I can realize the truth of the old 
doctor's statement. I wish people could un- 
derstand that truth before they permit coffee to 
break them down. 

‘*T have known of several others who have 
been restored to health by leaving off coffee 
and taking up Postum Food Coffee. 
not publish my name 


Please do 
, but I am willing to an- 
swer letters of inquiry if stamp is enclosed.” 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Mich. 


Creek, 


followed | 


deposit of ticket with joint agent on or before 
February 15, will be extended until February 
28,—an additional fee of fifty cents will be 
| charged. The Southern Railway is the only 
| line operating through Pullman sleeping and 
| dining cars Philadelphia to New Orleans, 
and the time consumed in making the trip is 
only thirty-six hours. Those who desire to 
visit the South will find no better opportu- 
nity. The rates are exceedingly low. 
Charles L. District Passenger 
Agent, Southern Railway, 828 Chestnut St., 


Philadelphia, will furnish all information. 


Hopkins, 





Neglect of a Cough or Sore 
Throat may result in an 
ncurable Throat Trouble or 


GON 
BRONCHIAL 

rors Consumption. For relief use 
BROWN’S BRONCHIAL 
TROCHES. Nothing excels this simple 
remedy. Sold only in boxes. 
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Enlarging the Field 


A Talk with Club-Organizers 
and Adult Bible Classes 


ITHIN the last month or two, hundreds of inquiries have reached us concerning the Senior Bible 
Class Studies in The Sunday School Times. Many adult Bible-class teachers who are using the 
course are not satisfied with the work that goes on in the class until the pupils themselves are 

also following the course, week by week, in their own lesson study, by means of The Sunday School Times. 

Professor Sanders was chosen to conduct the studies because the Editors of The Sunday School 
Times have long been convinced that he combines the desired qualities of conservative scholarship, prac- 
tical touch with every-day life, and skill in guiding both teacher and student, in a degree not attained 
by any other man in his field to-day. 

It is high time for adult Bible students and their teachers to follow lines of study based on a plan of prepa- 
ration understood between them. The leader of a class does not necessarily know more than every member 
of the class about the Bible, and the class does not expect him to. They ask his leadership in Bible study, and 
Professor Sanders not only helps the leader to be a leader, but he helps the class to follow intelligently. 

Many adult classes are seeing the gain to teacher and pupil in following such a course on the Inter- 
national Lesson as Professor Sanders conducts every week in this paper. 

Where is the teacher who would not be glad to have his class prepared for real work each Sunday by 
real work between Sundays, and not tiresome, misdirected, pointless work, but work that will be delightful in 
its methods, definite in its purpose, and noteworthy in its results ? 

The Publishers invite club-organizers to make a systematic effort to introduce The Sunday School 
Times to adult Bible students, Our club-organizers do not ordinarily secure subscriptions with any thought or 
gain tothemselves. The low club rates of the paper are for the benefit of the school, and the club-organizer, 
by his efforts, generously makes it possible for the school to have The Sunday School Times for its workers 
at a very low price. Neither the Publishers nor the club-organizer looks upon the free copy given with every 
ten as actual pay for work done. The free copy is a recognition of special effort on the part of the club- 
organizer, and is often not retained by him, but is given by him to some one else, the organizer paying for 
his own copy. Yet, in requesting that special effort should be made just now among adult Bible class mem- 
bers, the Publishers would be glad to have club-organizers accept, in recognition of their effort, any or all 
of the three publications named below, in accordance with the number of trial subscriptions sent. 

A specimen copy or two will not give an adequate idea of how a class can, together with its teacher, 
follow the Senior Bible Class studies to advantage. Therefore a trial subscription is suggested,—15 weeks 
for 20 cents,—these subscriptions to reach us in groups of not less than five, so that the trial of the plan may 
be made by at least five in each class, or, preferably, by the whole class. 

A single subscription here and there would not serve the purpose of a class test, but a group of at 
least five would serve far better, and enough for the whole class would, of course, be the ideal number. At 
the expiration of the trial subscriptions, the subscribers should become members of your club. 


On the other side of this page are blanks, which we trust you will cut out, and use in sending adult 
Bible class trial subscriptions. 
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Black Rock : 4 Tale of the Selkirks Thoughts for Every-Day 
pocket edition, By Ralph Connor Living 
From the Spoken and Written Words of 


Maltbie D. Babcock 


With his latest portrait for a frontispiece. 


The Pocket Edition gf the 
International Lessons 


‘Black Rock'"' is a book to own. Probably you 
have read it ; possibly yon have a copy. Then you 
will want another to give away! And if you haven't 
read the book, here is a good opportunity for reading 
and owning it. Bishop John H. Vincent says of it: 
** What a wonderful book is ‘ Black Rock! I keep 
my copy on the go, and | hear warm words of praise 
from everybody who reads it. It is unique in its vivid 


(Bound in fine leather) 


A volume of short selections in prose and verse, _ This little book contains the text of all the lessons 
coiddesalie tetnial. checstaiie devatiensl. and mak (in both the Authorized Version and the Standard 
; a -e / “Vv ne g - > 
SI ] ee y ap aw oe American Revised Version) in the International Series, 
ing for a braver and higher and happier manner of 


pictures of a rugged human nature, and in its wise 
solution of the problem how to bring the gospel of 
grace, gentleness, and power to bear on the rough and 
desperate fellows who fill camps on the frontier."" And 
The Chicago Times Herald; ‘*‘ Ralph Connor greatly 
resembles, in manner of character analysis and in 
power of pathetic effect, Dr. John Watson. In these 
respects his books rank with ‘ Beside the Bonnie Briar 
Bush,’ and deserve equal popular recognition." 


living, collected from the writings and utterances 
of the late pastor of Brick Presbyterian Church of 
New York City. 

‘*The book should make life worth living to 
every man and woman who reads it. It is a full, 
rich expression of Dr. Babcock’s own abounding 
life, which took its fulness from the Fountain- 
head.’’—A review in The Sunday School Times. 





See next page 


with lesson titles and Golden Texts, and with fifty-two 
blank pages for notes. The complete lesson text, as 
selected by the Lesson Committee, is used in this 
book, and not a mere portion, as printed in the or- 
dinary lesson help. 

Just the thing for convenient use when the Bible 
or lesson help is not at hand. Its size makes it pos- 
sible to have the book with one at all times. Spare 
moments may thus be utilized in studying ‘* next 
Sunday's lesson."’ 
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The Cook of Spotless Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy baking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 
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Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”’ 








he shared our temptations. We must not 
empty the clear words of the Bible of their 
true and natural meaning here. He was 
tempted in all points as we are, and he won; 
and having won he has both shown that men 
can win, and has won a position from which 


_| he can succor any man who, coming along 


the same way that he trod, cries to him for 
aid. 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘lhese rates include postage : 


Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. 


separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 


cents each per year. 
One copy, or any number of copies 


$ 1 -0O0 less than five, will be sent to sepa- 


rate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One free copy addi- 


Free Copies tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 75 
cent rate. 
% 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough — of any one issue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will be sent 
free, upon application 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., Publishers, 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. BOX 1550. 











Thoughts for the 
Young People’s 


° By Robert 
Meeting E. Speer 





Feb. 16, 1902. Tempted and Tried. 
1 Cor. 10: 13; 
Heb. 2:17, 18; 4: 15. 
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> Skin 
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AN ABSOLUTELY PURE 
OLIVE OIL SOAP 
Nursery. Toilet and Bath 
SOLD 6Y ORUGEISTS & GROCERS WPORTEO OY 


A. KLIPSTEIN & CO. 
122 PEARL ST. SEW YORE. 














Gatcs’ Tours 


MEXICO, CALIFORNIA, 
GRAND CANYON of ARIZONA 


NINTH SEASON 


First tour leaves Chicago February 6, 1902. 
Second tour leaves Chicago February 19, 1902. 
Third tour leaves Chicago February 26, 1902. 


Via THE SANTA FE 


Special train equipped with compartment cars, 
drawing-room Folbeone. dining and 
observatior cars. In service for entire railroad 
portion of each tour. All expenses included. 


Mexico.—Egypt of the New World, land of the 
Toltecs and Aztecs; scenes of tropical beauty, 
rugged grandeur, and historic interest; a 
civilization wholly unlike our own. 

Grand Canyon of Arizona.—World’s Greatest 
scenic wonder ; railroad now completed to 
rim ; pleasant winter trip. 


California.—Special arrangements for visiting the 
noted California resorts. 


Send for itinerary describing this ideal winter trip. 
Ga. C-_DELLARD, G.E.P.A 


opeka, & Santa Fe 
Broadway, New York. 


Or CHARLES H. GATES, Toledo, Ohio. 


Individual Communion Service 


Made of several ma- 
terials, with or with- 
out handle. 
Write for particulars. 
Geo. H. Springer, Mer. 
256 and 258 Washington Street, Boston. 


-, The Atchison 
allway Co., 377 


When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 








| temptation. 
| say that he thought he might escape from it 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.— Mastering 

30-41). 
TuEsS.—The 


temptation (Matt. 26: 


armor against sin (Eph. 6: 
10-18). 
WED.—The temptation petition (Matt. 6 : 
9-13). 
THURS.—Gain from temptation (Jas. 1 : 
2-14). 


FRI.—Don't tempt others (Rom. 14 : 12-19). 
SaT.—Christ’s temptation (Matt. 4: 1-11). 











Why does God permit us to be tempted ? 


What practical help have you found against 
temptations ? 


How does it help a man to help another who 
is tempted ? 

HERE are some things from which we can 
easily escape. Men can go away from 
home and be lost to their friends. 

They even imagine that they can escape from 
the memory of their sin and the sting of its 
reproach. But no one has ever escaped from 
Professor Drummond used to 


when he went out to Africa, but there in 
the stillness and desolation Temptation would 
lift the flap of his tent and leer at him through 


| the door, 


5 A 


Because temptation is so common we some- 
times think God must be responsible for 
sending it. But James denies this. ‘‘ Let 
no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God ; for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
and he himself tempteth no man: but each 
man is tempted, when he is drawn away by 











else can it grow strong? 


% 


We may think it would be wiser if life 
were devoid of trial and testing; but how 
The child learns 
to walk by strengthening its little museles 
and bones against resistance. And life 
crowns itself with glory as it meets evil and 
vanquishes it, 





‘* Why comes temptation but to meet and mas- 
ter 
And make crouch beneath the feet 
And so be pedestal'd in triumph ?”’ 


Each temptation that comes to us is allowed 
to come for our good. If no temptations 
come, that also is for our good. 
get in God’s ordering of our lives just the re- 
sistance and disciplinings we need, 

% 


But we must accept God’s ordering. 


have no right to seek temptation, ‘* Lead 


us not into temptation,’’ was a prayer which | 
Jesus taught his disciples, and he bade them | 


to watch and pray lest they entered into temp- 
tation. No man has a right to invite evil 
into his life for the purpose of seeing whether 
he can master it. The only way to be irre- 
sistible against the temptations of sin when 
it comes is to hate the very sight of sin and 
despise its presence. 


Consider the temptations of Jesus. Did 
he set Satan before his face, or behind his 
back ? 

Not alone has Jesus tasted our life before 


| us, but no temptation hath ever taken us but 


such as is common to man. Some other 


| brother has fought or is fighting the same 


and 


battle we are fighting. If we act a true war- 
rior’s part, we may help him to win his fight 
too, 

Remember the rewards offered to those 
who endure and overcome. Kefresh your 
memory withthem. Jas.1: 12; Rev. 2: 7, 
11, 17, 26; 3: §, 12, 28; 28: 7 

But above all, reward or no reward, it is 
reward enough to resist because it is right. 


Eating in Havana 
Yankees Club Together 


In Havana it is the custom to serve only bread 
coffee for breakfast. A little colony of 
Americans that felt they could not do their 
work until noon on this kind of a diet, clubbed 
together, and 
Breakfast Food. 
One of them writing about the matter, says: 
‘‘The modern cooking-range had never been 
known in Cuba until the American occupation, 


began importing Grape-Nuts 


and even now they are scarce, so that a ready 
cooked food, like Grape-Nuts, recommends it- 


| self to start with; then the Yankees were ac- 


customed to the food, and felt they could hardly 
get along without it. They began buying in 
five-case lots, and one by one the larger grocery 
stores began keeping Grape-Nuts in stock, so 


| the business spread until now great quantities 


his own lust, and enticed,’’ Still, God knows | 
all about it, and he allows some temptations | 


to visit us; but he has one absolutely broad 
and blessed principle in the matter. He will 
not suffer any man to be tempted above his 
ability to bear. 


% 


In this light, temptation reveals itself as 
God’s measurement of us. If we have 


many and severe temptations we may know | 


that God counts us worthy of a large share, 
and able to take a great part in the battle 
against the evil of the world. The young 
man or woman who recognizes the true 
meaning of temptation, is to be congratulated 
upon all that God allows to come. It is his 
call to battle. He guarantees that the foe is 
not too great to be overcome. 

And God stands close behind his warriors. 
With each temptation he shows how to bear 


| it, perhaps by escape from its clutches, per- 





haps by open and fierce assault to crush it to 
the ground. And the Son of God offers his 
In sharing our humanity 


experienced aid. 


of Grape-Nuts are used in Cuba, and it is not 
only used by the Americans, but the ether in- 
habitants as well.”’ 

This is an illustration of the way the famous 
food has pushed itself into all parts of the world. 
Wherever English-speaking people go, they 
demand Grape-Nuts. They can be found in 
South Africa, Egypt, India, China, Japan, Aus- 
tralia, and South America. 

Many Americans speak of the home-like feel- 
ing it gives them to see the numberless busses 
in the streets of London decorated with great 
blue signs with the word ‘‘ Grape-Nuts,’’ done 
in yellow letters, and all over England the great 
purveying shops distribute Grape-N uts. 

English roast beef has largely given way to 
American roast beef, and the old-fashioned 
English breakfast of bacon and potatoes is now 
supplemented with Grape-Nuts and cream. 
It has 
been discovered that almost magical power 


The change was made for a reason. 


rests within the little granules, and this power 
is set free in the body that makes use of the 
famous food. 


We shall | 


We 
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For Pastors, Teachers, Everybody 


Perfect in fit, never ragged or uncomfortable. Very 
convenient, stylish, economical. lade of fine 
cloth, and exactly resemble linen goods.. ‘Turn- 
down collars are reversible, and give double ser- 


“NO LAUNDRY WORK 


When soiled, discard. ‘len collars or five pairs 
of cuffs, 25c. By mail, 30c. Send 6c. in stamps 
for sample collar or pair of cuffs. Name size and 
style. Catalogue /ree. 


Reversible Collar Co., Dept. 4, Boston 








J.H.HYDE 


E PRE 


teams such as the above 
can be seen in the papers 
almost daily. Yet many 
sucn men in their pros- 
perous times could well 
have afforded an Endow- 
ment Policy, which not 
only protects the family 
if the assured dies, but 
also helps to provide for 
his own old age tf he 
Thee 


t 


or cost of an Endowment at your age 
cu! Out and mail coupon below 


The EQUITABLE SOCIETY, Dept. No.68 
120 Broadway, New York 


Please send me information regarding 











an Endowment for $ 


if issued to a man 
DIG cnnesinctinaies tinea momsmaiens 
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CONVINCING EVIDENCE 


‘Theological [F] 
Sem'y Library 
84654 No 45 02 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


FFBRUARY 1, 1902 


From All Over the Country as 
to the Value gf Our Proposition 





‘$10 Secures a $480 Lot 


In Greater 
New York’ 








HOUSANDS of the readers of ‘* The Sunday School Times’’ have read with great interest our announcements under the above heading, in which we made some 
remarkable statements regarding the value of property in New York City. 


Church, in his interesting address before the Society of Old Brooklynites recently, referred to the time when the Astor House in New York was built, and to the fact 


that the original John Jacob Astor said that he bought property, but did not sell. 


The Rev. Dr. Theodore L. Cuyler, Pastor Emeritus of Lafayette Ave. Presbyterian 


This, as every one knows, is the foundation of the tremendous wealth of the 


Astor family, and the opportunities for profit in New York real estate are to-day infinitely greater 
than they were in the early times, as we shall be glad to prove to any enquirer. 








A REMARKABLE RECORD Since our first general advertising appeared last February, we have 





sold $600,000 worth of Brooklyn property to people in all parts of the 


world, from Alaska to Manila, South Africa, and Brazil, besides almost $1,000,000 worth to residents of New York 


City itself. 


Those who investigated added $200,000 to their original purchase. 
sold lots, 360 have visited New York at our expense. 


One asked for his money back, and got it. 


Of the 700 people to whom we 
72 persons con- 


firmed their original purchases, and 287 increased their holdings to an aggregate of $200,000; the most marvelous 
stamp of commendation ever given a commercial house. 


in your own locality. 
Many more will be sent you on application. 
enclose a two-cent stamp. 


A Rugby Residence—Linden Ave. 





A letter to us will give you their names, doubtless some 
We subjoin a few out of scores of appreciative letters received from Mail-Order Customers. 
Any of these writers will doubtless gladly answer your inquiries if you 


Residence on E. 46th St., Rugby 








‘* Doubled My Purchase the Day I Saw Rugby.’’ 
Wacker, lowa, Nov. 20, 1gor. 
Woop, Harmon & Co., New York City. 

Gentlemen : 1 wish to express my entire confidence 
in ‘* Rugby.”” I hold in grateful remembrance the 
‘kind treatment | received at your office on my recent 
visit to New York. Your ¢ lerks are ladies and gentle- 
men indeed. 

At your expense I visited Rugby, and I am free to 
express my conviction that it is destined to become a 
magnificent residence portion of Brooklyn. 1 am led 
to this beliet by its relation to Prospect Park, the 
building enterprises near bv the easy access to the 
business parts ot New York and Brooklyn, the ideal 
and uniform surface of the entire site, and the im- 
provements which your firm are making im grading 
streets and beautifying the property. * doub'cd my 
purchase the day I saw Rugby. | observe with great 
Satisfaction your restrictions prohibiting intoxicants 
and cheap residences. You are at liberty to use this 
testimonial as you piease. Very sincerely yours, 

(Rev.) R. M. ACKERMAN, 
Pastor M. E. Church 


** More Satisfactory Than Anticipated.’’ 
President's Office, Wisconsin Business College, 
Manitowoc, W1s., Nov. 30, 1901 
Woop, Harmon & Co 
Gentlemen ; Gratitude ex pressed is practical Golden 
Rule action. As you know, 1 purchased Rubgy lots 
and visited them. I then knew that your adver- 
tisement was a plain statement of facts. 1 found the 
facts more satisfactory than was antic ipated by read- 
ing the advertisement 
lI was more than pieased with the investment, and 


take this opportunity to express my gratitude that you 
made such a business proposition possible. I have in- 
vested in several building and loan associations, have 
insured in a number of different insurance companies, 
have purchased real estate in different desirable locali- 
ties, but | consider my investment in Rugby the best 
investment and the best insurance I have ever made. 
Thanking you for your courteous treatment, and 
trusting | may see my way clear to make further in- 
vestments with you at an early date, 


lam yours trul 
C. F. MOORE. 


** Opportunity Exceptionally Good.’’ 
Pastor's Study, First Congregationai Church. 
Operuin, O., November 27, 1901. 
Woop, Harmon & Co., New York 

Gentiemen » Having availed myself ot the opportu- 
nity of visiting your property, ‘ Rusher.” in Ubi hI 
had previously made some investment, [ take pleasure 
in saying that | was pleased and more than pieased 
with my purchase. So far as it is possible to forecast 
the future, | shouid say that investment in such prop- 
erty in Brooklyn, on such terms as you offer, cannot 
fail to be profitable. 

The comparatively limited area open to occu- 
pancy, the favorable location of your property within 
this area, the high character of the improvements 
already made and contempiated, must surely make 
this very desirable residence property within a com- 
paratively short time. Terms of purchase could not 
well be more favorable than those you propose. For 
persons of moderate means, wno desire to invest on 
the instaiment plan, the op yortunity seems to me ex- 
ceptionally good. Very rely yours 


(Rev.) J. W. BRADSHAW. 


First Bought 2 Lots, Then 2 More, Then 8 More 


Office Supt. of Public Schools, 
HuNTINGDON, Pa., Nov. 16, 1901. 
Woop, Harmon & Co., New York. 

Gentlemen: Seeing your advertisement, I was in- 
terested sufficiently to make inquiry concerning the 
reliability of the firm. After investigation along this 
line to my satisfaction, I visited New York, and found 
that the lots were all the firm represented them to be 
most beautiful and healthful as to location, and within 
thirty minutes’ ride of City Hall in New York. I at 
once bought two lots. Returning home, thinking 
about the lots, after some deliberation | bought two 
more lots. Having occasion, about two months after 
this, to goto New York, Ll again visited Rugby. But 
this time | wanted to see the lots and surroundings 
without an agent, for I feared that with an agent of 
the firm conditions had been drawn in too glowing 
colors. But 1 was charmed with the improvements, 
and on coming home I invested in eight more lots, 
making twelve lots in all purchased by me. Wood, 
Harmon & Co.,in my estimation, are wholly reliable, 
anc purchasing lots cf them is a safe and profitable 
investment 

You may use this for publication if you consider it 
of any value, but | have written it av to express 
my honest opinion in regard to your work. Sincerely, 

KIMBER CLEAVER, Supt. of Public Schools. 


** Clean Business Principles.’’ 
Rockrorp, O., November 26, 1901 
To Wuom it May Concrrn: 
In Frank Leslie's Magazine ot last May I read 


Wood, Harmon & Co.’s advertisement of their ‘‘ Rug- 
by ”’ subdivision in Brooklyn l he proposition seeme d 
a good one, but I had my doubts of the whole scheme. 
Fortunately, a few days later, | met an acquaintance 
from New York, and mentioned the subject to him; 
fortunately, again, the gentleman had a Ceelness ac- 
quaintance with Wood, Harmon & Co., having bought 
of them a year before nine lots in “‘ Oak Crest.”” He 
told me of their responsibility, business methods, and 
clean business principles, and assured me “ the con- 
cern was all right, and the investment was a good 
one.”” | at once forwarded the necessary amount to 
hold two lots, and in June visited New York, the firm 
sending a man to show me the property and my lots. 
I was treated nicely, and am well ph ased with the in- 
vestment. ‘ery respectfully, 


W F. PIXLER 


** Solid City Nearly to Rugby.’’ 


Office of L. Williams, 
Architect and Builder, 
Real Estate and Insurance Adjuster. 
lronToN, O., Nov. 30, 1901. 
Messrs. Woop, HArmMon & Co., New York. 

Gentlemen: | would like to sar a word regarding 
my opinion of Rugby. I visited the place in Septem- 
ber last, and found it al! and more than I expected. 
The distance from New York appeared quite short, 
with a solid city nearly to the limits of Rugby. 

In fact. 1 thought so well of the place that } had my 
son buy another lot. The insurance feature alone is 
quite an item in the proposition. 

ours truly, 
L. WILLIAMS 








A FREE TRIP TO NEW YORK CITY 





As a guarantee of good faith, we agree with all persons living east of Chicago to pay you in cash the cost of your rail- 
road fare to New York and return, if you visit our property, and find one word of this advertisement a misrepresentation ; 


or in case you buy, we will credit cost of the fare to you on your purchase; to those living farther away than Chicago, we will pay that proportion equal to cost of fare to Chicago and return. 








lacreased from $450 to $1,800 on Seeing Rugby 
Dayron Onto, Nov. 17, 1901. 

Woon, Harmon & Co., New York 

Gentlemen: Just a few words in praise of Rugby 
and your business methods. 1 became interested in 
your property through the recommendation of a friend 
who had invested in two lots. His enthusiasm, and 
the extreme fairness of your proposition, enthused 
nit 1 visited Rugby, intending to buy a lot for $450. 
That I was pleased with the property is evidenced by 
Ine tact that 1 bought $1,800 worth, just four times as 
much as | had intended. 

| consider this the best and safest investment ] know 
of, tor one can buy w'tbhout noticing the outlay, and at 
the same time the property is increasing in value at 
the rate of 30 per cent per year. I have studied sur- 
rounding conditions carefully, and consider Brooklyn 
the most promising city in the world. You may use 
my name as reference. Very truly, 
DON. C. WESTERFIELD. 


‘*Even More Desirable than Represented "’ 
Patent Office. 
Wasuincton, D.C., Nov. 19, 1901. 
Woop, Harmon & Co., New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: 1 take pleasure in stating that, afte: 


Business and Residential Blocks, Cor. Flatbush 


and Linden Aves., only 3,000 ft. from Rugby 


WOOD, HARMON & CO., 


visiting Rugby, and making a careful investigation of 
the standing of Wood, Harmon & Co., I bought on 
behalf of my wife, Linden Boulevard lots 5 and 6, 
block 4,675, at $g00 each. 1 had prior to my visit de- 
cided to take two lots at $590 each, and had so in- 
structed you, but finding the property even more 
desirable than represented, decided to increase my 
investment. 

I was for many years a resident of Brooklyn, and 
have witnessed the rapid development of outlying sec- 
tions there, and regard Rugby as very desirable. 
My purchase is the best evidence of my confidence in 
Rugby and in your firm. am perfectly satisfied in 
every way with my purchase, and shall be pleased to 
answer in detail any inquiries with respect to Rugby 

Very truly yours, FREDERICK L. PITTMAN, 

Assistant Examiner 


** Contract Better than | Expected ’’ 
HarRisaurG, Pa., Nov. 29, 1901 

Woop, Harmon & Co., New York 

Gentlemen: Yours ot recent date to hand, enclosing 
contracts for Rugby lots. In looking over the contract 
] find it to be better in fact than I had expected : re- 
strictions in building make vaiues in property as well 
as other conditions 

i bought a lot last May; in September I visited New 


York, and, after seeing the park-like condition of 
Rugby, the location, on the possibilities, I concluded 
to purchase two lots on Linden Boulevard, as I had 
sold my first lot at 70 per cent increase three months 
after I bought it. 

_I would say, further, that a gentleman who was in 
New York with me at the time took the two adjoining 
lots, and since then two other parties have sarchaced 
three lots through my recommendation. Allow me to 
thank you for the courteous treatment received, and 
for the credit of railroad fare, so generously allowed. 

‘ours truly, D. H. FOX. 


**Il Went, I Saw, I Bought”’ 


223 E. Hanover Street. 
Trenton, N. J., Nov. 19, 1gor. 
Messrs. Woop. Harmon & Co. 
Dear Sirs : My experience with Rugby was simple. 
1 went, | saw, 1 bought. It required no imagination 
to see that spirit and energy was transforming your 
property into an oasis—very different from the wastes 
usually sold as lots. Recent developments but in- 
crease my satisfaction with the investment, and as our 
transactions were conducted so honorably, I take 
pleasure in placing my endorsement at your discre- 
tion. Very truly, t K. HEAZELTON,D.D.S 








REMEMBER OUR OFFER 





City lot, full size, subject to the following guarantees from us: 
the year 1902 this $480 lot is not worth $576—or 20 per cent increase—based on the 
price at which our corps of salesmen will then be selling similar lots, we will refund 


all of the money you have paid us with six per cent interest additional. 


For $10 down and $6 per month until 
paid for, we sell you a regular New York 
If at the expiration of 


If you should 


die at any time before payments have been completed, we will give to your heirsa 


deed of the lot without further cost. 
will not forfeit the land. 


lf you should lose employment or be sick you 








Isn't this evidence sufficiently convincing to war- 
rant your sending the initial payment of $10, 
or at least writing to us for the full de- 
tails of this marvelous proposition ? 


# DEPT. J 3, # 


** Doubled My Investment on the Spot’’ 


Office of Dr. P. H. Veach, 
Surgeon Vandalia R. R 
STAUNTON, INb., Nov. 15, 1g01 
Woop, Harmon & Co. 

Gentlemen: While looking through the advertise- 
ments in Munsey’s Magazine last spring, my attention 
was arrested by your Rugby announcement. | read 
it through, and was espectaity struck bv the compell- 
ing fairness and sanity of your propositions. 1 imme- 
diatety purchased a lot, and, later. another. 

1 visited the property a month ago. I can truthfully 
say that I was surprised to find such a beautiful loca- 
tion. I have always taken real estate dealers’ state- 
ments with several grains cf salt, but W. H. & Co. do 
not overstate the facts regarding Rugby. They are 
too conservative, I think. I doubled my investment 
on the spot 

New York City must grow. Like other natural pro- 
cesses, it will move—is moving—in the direction of 
least resistance. Rugby is in this line? Nothing less 
than a land-submerging earthquake can prevent in- 
vestments here from turning out very profitably, and 
earthquakes do not rendezvous on Long Island. 

Respectfully yours 


P! H. VEACH 


Corner of Utica and Linden Avenues, Rugby. 


Showing Six Months’ Improvements 


256-257 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 





